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“He Pleased God” 


By T. O. Chisholm 


IONCERNING one of old, a line 
In Holy Writ appears — 
That he pleased God and walked with 
God 
For full three hundred years. 


I wonder how it came to pass 
That he should stand apart 

From multitudes unchronicled 
As one with perfect heart. 


It must have been he looked ahead, 
Saw dimly, yet believed, 

Drank of that Rock which followed him, 
His triumph thus achieved. 


Whatever else he may have done, 
This gave him deathless fame. 
Oh, that an epitaph like his 
Be coupled with my name! 


A brighter light is shining now 
Than Enoch ever saw; 

It broke upon the darkened world 
When grace succeeded Law. 


I, too, may. waik as Enoch walked! 
(How bright the way appears !) 
May please and be approved of God 

E’en to my end of years. 


yg 
Three Keys to Scripture 


Incalculable treasure is stored in the 
Bible. It may be had without money, 
but not without cost. God has freely 
given it to us, but it will not open its 
doors to the superficial, thoughtless 

{ 


reader who closes his heart’s door to 
Christ. There are three master keys 
that will open the doors to its full un- 
derstanding and enjoyment. These are: 
(1) a sincere acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Son of Ged and one’s 
personal Saviour; (2) dependence upon 
the Holy Spirit as teacher; (3) compar- 
ing Scripture with Scripture. It will 
be seen that the possession of these keys 
involves the will, for only by a definite 
act of the will can one receive Christ 
as Saviour; it means that one must hum- 
bly submit to the teaching of the Spirit 
as he reads; and it requires diligent and 
continual study if one is to understand 
any given passage in the light of other 
Scriptures. God in His mercy has made 
the way to Himself perfectly plain, so 
that any man can understand it if he 
is willing and heeds what God says. But 


x 


th®POehs hihi dt Avtiee storehouse, 
and. many cannot understand the Bible 
because they have never gone through 
this door. When the Lord Jesus ap- 
peared to the disciples after His resur- 
rection, “then opened he their under- 
standing, that they might understand the 
scriptures” (Luke 24:45). These were 
men who now believed on Him, and 
were ready to receive His Word. He 
had already given them this promise, 
even before His death: “When he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak: and he will shew 
you things to come” (John 16:13). If 
any man finds it,hard to understand the 
Scriptures, let him search his own heart 
to see whether he has received these 
three keys from the hand of God, 


% 


The Sufferings of Christ 


“From that time forth began Jesus to 
shew unto his disciples, how that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things” (Matt. 16:21). 


N THESE troublesome days, when 
{ our hearts bleed and our souls cry 

out in agonized protest at the un- 
speakable sufferings being imposed on 
the Jews and the Gentile minorities, it 
is well for us to meditate upon the suf- 
ferings of our Lord Jesus Christ. If we 
can get a fuller conception of what it 
meant for Him’ to suffer on our behalf, 
we will receive simultaneously a deeper 
hatred of the sin that gives birth to all 
suffering, and be filled with a greater 
love for the souls of the unsaved multi- 
tudes. 


Just as no one is able to approach 
Him in the extent of His compassion, His 
understanding, His love, and His grace, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Then spake Jesus again unto 
them, saying, I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life” (John 
8:12). 




















so no one is able to compare with Him 
in suffering. 

The barbarism that is being practiced 
today and that which was executed on 
our Saviour are both the result of sin 
— injustice, greed, hate, and wanton 
cruelty. Both were premeditated; for 
just as our recent enemies and their 
equally heartless successors are deliber- 
ately seeking out their victims and tak- 
ing a savage delight in the suffering in- 
flicted, so the Jews sought out Jesus 
with the avowed purpose of inflicting 
on Him insult, injury, and finally death. 
Both these persecutions were permitted 
by the overruling hand of God, and 
many of the present-day victims are of 
the same nationality as Jesus. Such are 
the parallels. What of the differences? 

Even in the sight of sin-blinded men 
Christ was utterly blameless. In Luke 
23:14 Pilate says, “Behold, I, having 
examined him before you, have found no 
fault in this man,” and in verse 15, “No, 
nor yet Herod.” The present-day Jewish 
victims are persecuted and killed by Gen- 
tiles, whereas it was His own people who 
refused to accept Christ and were His 
most bitter and vigorous opponents. 
Ever since, they have suffered because 
of their rejection of their Messiah. 

Much as the current sufferers in the 
world today desire to avoid their ill- 
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treatment, they are unable to do so. 
Christ, on the other hand, suffered will- 
ingly; in fact, He came to earth and 
sought death that we, through Him, 
might have eternal life. Planned before 
the foundation of the world, His passion 
is made known to mankind from the 
Book of Genesis through to Revelation. 
Isaiah 53, particularly, has been called 
“the Gospel in the Old Testament.” 

In the mind of God “all things work 
together for good,’ and no doubt God 
will use the awful suffering of the pres- 
ent victims of persecution to acquaint 
many unsaved with the terrific price 
that was paid to show the world the 
greatness of His love for undeserving 
humanity. Because of us, Christ suf- 
fered to the very full all the agony to 
which we have fallen heir, and all the 
grief we are called upon to bear if we 
do not accept His substitutionary work 
on our behalf; not just the suffering de- 
served by one unpardoned sinner, but all 
the weight of all the punishment for all 
the sin of all time! Truly, only the Son 
of God could bear it, atone for it, and 
gain everlasting victory over it! 

Keeping in mind the prophecy of Isa- 
iah 53, in order to see the detail in which 
it has been fulfilled, let us look briefly 
at some of the things Christ was called 
upon to suffer for us: 


He Suffered Poverty. He laid aside 


all the power, glory, and riches of the. 


very presence of God. “For we know 
the grace of.our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor,‘that ye through his 
poverty might be rich” (2»Cor. 8:9). 

He Suffered Hunger. “And when he 
had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
he was afterward an hungred” (Matt. 
4:2). 


He Suffered Fatigue. “Now Jacob’s 
well was there. Jesus therefore, being 
wearied with his journey, sat thus on 
the well” (John 4:6), 


He Suffered Homeiessness. “And Jesus 
saith unto him, The foxes have. holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay 
his head” (Matt. 8:20). 


He Suffered Temptation. “Then was 
Jesus led up of the spirit into the wil- 
derness to be tempted of the devil” 
(Matt. 4:1); “For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin” (Heb. 4:15). Possibly one of 
His greatest temptations was the very 
human one, where, after forty days with- 
out food, the Tempter suggested that He 
misuse ‘His great power to turn the 
stones into bread, of which He stood in 
such great need, physically. 

He Suffered. Sorrow and Anguish. 
“Then he saith unto them, My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful, even untodeath” (Matt. 
26:38). He wept over Jerusalem; He 
had sympathetic sorrow-for the bereaved 
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sisters of Lazarus; He had compassion 
for the suffering in body; and His an- 
guish of soul over the terrific cost of sin 
in the Gethsemane experience caused 
great drops of blood to stand, like sweat, 
upon His holy brow! 


He Suffered Injustice, “Then released 
he Barabbas unto them: and when he 
had scourged Jesus, he delivered him 
to be crucified” (Matt. 27:26), even 
though Pilate had declared in verse 23, 
“What evil hath he done?” and in verse 
24, “I am innocent of the blood of this 
just person.” What an injustice! What 
terrible blindness is caused by sin, that 
a base criminal should be the popular 
choice over the Son of God, and Sav- 
iour of the world! 


He Suffered Physical Torture and 
Ignominy. “And they stripped him, and 
put on him a scarlet robe. And when 
they had platted a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and a reed in his 
right hand: and they bowed the knee 
before him, and mocked him, saying, 
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit 
upon him, and took the reed, and smote 
him on the head. And after that they 


had mocked him, they took the robe off - 


from him, and put his own raiment on 
him, and led him away to crucify him” 
(Matt. 27: 28-31). 


He Suffered Mocking and Reviling. 
We have already seen how He was 
mockingly hailed King of the Jews. 
“And they that passed by reviled him, 
wagging their heads, and saying, Thou 
that destroyest the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, save thyself. If thou 
be the Son of God, come down from 
the cross. Likewise also the chief priests 
mocking him, with the scribes and elders, 
said, He saved others; himself he can- 
not save. If he be the King of Israel, let 
him now come down from the cross, and 
we will believe*him. He trusted in God; 
let him deliver him now, if he will have 
him: for he said, I am the Son of God” 
(Matt. 27: 39-43). ‘ 


He Suffered Scorning by Sinners. 
“The thieves also, which were crucified 
with him, cast the same in his teeth” 
(Matt. 27:44). Because of their sins, 
these malefactors were worthy of pun- 
ishment and death, just as we, because 
of sin, deserve spiritual death. Are you 
one of those who has joyfully received 
His freely-given atonement; or are you 
still in the class of those who mock and 
scorn Him? 


Christ Also Suffered Hatred. “If the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you” (John 15:18). 
Do you love Christ and His redeemed? 
Or are you on the side of those who hate 
Him? 

He Suffered Pursuit and Persecution. 
“And therefore did the Jews persecute 
Jesus, and sought to slay him, because 
he had done these things on the sabbath 
day” (John 5:16). “And as he said these 
things unto them, the scribes and. the 
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Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, 
and to provoke him to speak of many 
things: laying wait for him, and seek- 
ing to catch something out of his mouth, 


that they might accuse him” (Luke I11:, 


53, 54). “And the chief priests and 
scribes sought how they might kill him” 
(Luke 22:2). 


The Lord Jesus Was Also the Victim 
of Misund-erstanding. “And when his 
friends heard of it, they went out to 
lay hold on him: for they said, He is 
beside himself” (Mark 3:21). “And all 
they in the synagogue [the church in 
Christ’s time], when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, and rose 
up, and thrust him out of the city, and 
led him unto.the brow of the hill 
whereon their city was built, that they 
might cast him down headlong” (Luke 
4: 28-30). 

How many churches have figuratively 
meted out similar treatment to faithful 
ministers of the Gospel because they 


(Continued on page 602) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Murderous Drunken Drivess 

Dr. Benson in his article, “National 
Exigency or Exit?” in‘ the Times of 
April 3, 1948, quotes from the Na- 
tional Safety Council that “someone is 
killed every minute by a drunken 
driver.” This would be more than a 
half million for the year. No doubt 
this is a “slip” of some kind, but is so 
glaring, that out of regard for the high 
standard of the Times I am calling it 
to your attention—A Wyoming reader. 


I am writing, asking if the statement 
by Clarence H. Benson in the Times 
of April 3, that someone is killed every 
minute by a drunken automobile 
driver, can be authenticated. That 
would mean 1,440 were killed every 
day. As there are 48 states that would 
mean, if equally divided, 30 in each 
state every day, or 210 each week in 
each state—An Indiana reader. 

As the Wyoming reader says, there has 
been a slip somewhere. Perhaps Dr. 
Benson quoted from another article or 
pamphlet which had incorrectly, quoted 
the Safety Council. 

The Indiana correspondent wrote to 
the National Safety Council, 20 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago 6, and received: 
the following from W. C. James, director 
of the Statistical Division: : 

“The average for motor vehicle acci- 
dents is one death every fifteen and a 
half minutes, in contrast with the state- 
ment you quote of a death every min- 
ute from this cause. I should emphasize 
further what may, in fact, be already 
apparent that by no means all of the 
deaths in motor vehicle accidents are 
caused by ‘a drunken automobile driver.’ 
Our studies indicate that about nine per 
cent of the drivers in fatal accidents are 
under the influence of alcohol. While 
this is entirely too high a percentage, it 
is by no means one hundred* per cent.” 
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Vil. The Lever—a Picture of Prayer 


Archimedes’ impossible conditions contrasted with the prayer 
power God has placed in the believer's hands 


and mathematician of Syracuse, 

Sicily, in the third century before 
Christ made the following dramatic 
statement, “Give me a fulcrum on which 
to rest and I will move the world.” He 
was a good teacher, for he had the fac- 
ulty of catching the interest and then 
directing it at the principle he wanted 
to teach. In this case, he was stressing 
the value of the lever for lifting heavy 
objects. 

To understand what Archimedes 
meant, we need to consider the essential 
parts of the simplest type of lever and 
the law that describes its action. A 
lever of the first class, which is the 
only class that we are considering, is 
a rigid bar, gupported at a point near 
one end by some object on which it 
rests or from which it hangs. This sup- 
port is called the fulcrum. It must be 
strong enough to hold up the load to 
be lifted, plus’ the applied effort to be 
used in lifting that load. The distance 
on the lever from the fulcrum to the 
point where the weight of the load is 
applied may be called the load arm, and 
the distance from the fulcrum to the 
point where the effort is applied may 
be called the effort arm. Of course, the 
load arm is the short arm and the effort 
arm the long one. 


No Limit — If 


If we neglect friction and the weight 
of the lever itself, the ratio of the effort 
(necessary to lift the load) to the load 
to be lifted is equal to the ratio of the 
load arm to the effort arm. Theoreti- 
cally, there is no limit to the load a: man 
could lift with a lever, if the lever could 
be made strong enough and long enough, 
and a fulcrum were available solid 
enough and strong enough. This last 
statement puts in prosaic form the dra- 
matic statement made by Archimedes. 


Archimedes’ First Impossibility.—Just 
as the first requirement in using a lever 
is that a support or fulcrum be avail- 
able strong enough to support the load 
plus the force applied by the operator 
and the weight of the lever and con- 
nections, so the first requirement of 
effective praying is a God strong enough 
to support and carry all burdens that 
prayer could ever put on Him, together 
‘with the weight of the one who is doing 
the praying. Here the Christian has in 
his prayer fulcrum what Archimedes 
lacked in his proposed moving of the 
earth. The strength of Jehovah God is 
entirely @ufficient, for all things were 
made by, Him and are supported by 
Him. Any burden or care that may come 
into the life of a child of God may be 


a RCHIMEDES, the great philosopher 


Power to move the world has been 
the dream of great leaders and con- 
querors down through the ages. A 
Greek mathematician and philos- 
opher many years ago proposed_a 
way to move the physical world, but 
in this seventh in his series of eight 
articles on “Science Illustrating Bible 
Truths,” Mr. Coon shows that God 
has placed in the hands of His chil- 
dren an even greater power. Mr. 
Coon’s eighth and final article in the 
series will be, “The Radio Amplifier 
Tube and the Christian.” It will be 
published in about one month. 








shifted to the shoulders of the all-power- 
ful and ever-available Fulcrum by means 
of the lever of prayer. “Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, ... casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5: 
6,7). “God... is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think” (Eph. 3:19, 20). Jesus partook 
of man’s infirmity, for He said, “I can 
of mine own self do nothing.” We must 
realize that we cannot lift life’s burdens 
by ourselves. At the same time we may 
say with the Master, “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth,” for 
He promises, as we go into all the world 
for Him, “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” (John 
5:30; Matt. 28:18, 20). 

Our situation is like that of a little 
child who wants to help carry the bun- 


By RALPH H. COON, M.A. 


dles and whose father, in loving appre- 
ciation, puts the easiest of the burdens 
in the little arms and then, when cross- 
ing a muddy street, lifts the little one, 
bundles and all, and carries him in his 
loving arms. Truly in the case of the 
prayer our God is the all-sufficient ful- 
crum, for He carries both the Christian 
and his load. 


The Need for a Higher Power 


Another way to look at this matter 
is to say in the words of the old adage, 
“We cannot lift ourselves by our own 
bootstraps.” It is absolutely necessary 
that we take hold of a higher power. 
Then, as we do this, that higher power 
pulls on us and, as we pull on Him, the 
lifting force is multiplied without limit 
by the prayer lever our God places in 
our hands, 


Archimedes’ Second Impossibility.— 
The second impossibility in Archimedes’ 
proposed lifting of the earth was a lever 
strong enough or long enough to bring 
the weight of the world to bear upon a 
fulcrum, even if such were available. 
In the realm of prayer, our God has put 
in our hands just such¢an all-sufficient 
lever, for He has promised to answer 
our prayers. “The Lord is nigh unto all 
them that call upon him in truth. He 
will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him: he also will hear their cry, and 
will save them” (Psa. 145:18, 19). “Then 
shalt thou call, and the Lord shall an- 
swer” (Isa. 58:9a). “Before they call, 
I will answer; and while they are yet 
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speaking, I will hear’ (Isa, 65:24). “Call 
unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
shew thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). 
“And all things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re- 
ceive” (Matt. 21:22). “If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it” (John 
14:14). These are but few of the many 
such promises scattered all through the 
Bible. 


Our Lord not only promises to answer 
prayer, but He commands us to pray. 
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things” (Luke 21:36). 
Paul reiterates the command, telling the 
Ephesians to pray “always with all 
‘ prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perse- 
verance and supplication for all saints” 
(Eph. 6:18). “Pray without ceasing” (1 
Thess. 5:17). We find in the Scriptures 
many other strong statements about 
prayer, such as that in James 4:2b, “Ye 
have not, because ye ask not.” 

Prayer Is Work.—Just as a lever is only 
of use to a man who has work to do, 
so prayer is primarily a means of do- 
ing work. God usually waits for a man 
to enter into the conflict with Satan be- 
fore He works in his behalf. If a per- 
son is really going into the battle for 
God, he finds out at once that he must 
pray. When using a lever, a man sees 
the load to be. lifted, looks for a suit- 
able fulcrum, places the lever, and then 
exerts himself upon it. So, in meeting 
the needs of this world, one sees the 
need, looks to God in prayer, and, with 
his life in the attitude of prayer, works 
with all the energy he can exert: The 
Master’s prayer in Gethsemane is the 
supreme example of the struggle in- 
volved in prayer. The literal translation 
of Luke 22:44 is, “And being in conflict 
He prayed more intently.” It is impos- 
sible for any of us to pray with the in- 
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tensity of labor that Jesus put into His 
praying. However, we can see that 
prayer is not primarily a labor-saving 
device, but it is that which makes labor 
effective; in fact, it puts us right into 
the center of such a great conflict that 
we are stimulated to give all we have 
to the struggle. 

Multiple Praying.—Another advantage 
of the lever is that it makes it possible 
for several men to pull together in cases 
where they could not all get a hold on 
the load to lift it directly. This pulling 
together in prayer is encouraged by our 
Lord. “Again I say unto you, That if 
two of you shall agree on earth as touch- 
ing any thing that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 
18:19, 20). The disciples prayed together 
as a matter of course. After one such 
occasion, we read that “when they had 
prayed, the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together; and they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness” 
(Acts 4:31). 

The greatest single manifestation of 
God’s power in human beings since the 
creation of man came by the use of the 
lever of prayer. After the ascension of 
our Lord the disciples “continued with 
one accord in prayer and supplication” 
(Acts 1:14). “And when the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place.” The 
meaning is, of course, that they were 
meeting and agreeing together in prayer 
to God when the Holy Spirit came with 
power, and a movement was launched 
that is still continuing to penetrate far- 
ther and farther into the world to reach 
men and bring them to God and to eter- 
nal life through Christ. Let us not 
neglect the gift that is in us. 


(To be continued) 


ll. “Christian Faith and Life—A Program for 
Church and Home” 


By OSWALD T. ALLIS, Ph.D., D.D. 


This is the secona part of Dr. Allis’s analysis of the New Curriculum 
published by the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education for use in 


‘ Presbyterian Sunday schools. 


The concluding article witl be published 


next week. 


Il. Reading Books Conflict With Bible 


If tRe reading books — King, Master, 
Choice — were simply recommended ¢as 
interesting stories, like “Ben Hur,” for 
example, which are merely collateral 
reading, not to be taken too seriously, 
and making no claim to strict accuracy, 
the question of the disagreements be- 
tween them and the Biblical narratives 
might ke regared as of relatively minor 
importance. Eut when teachers and 
parents are told that the reading book 


is “unique,” “not a novel but a text- 
book in story fofm” (This Generation, 
p. 13); and when every pupil has a copy 
of the reading book placed in his hands 
and is given te understand that it is must 
reading, that it is the reading book for 
the entire year, and that the material 
which it contains is “woven” into the 
struciure of every lesson; and when from 
week to week he has definite chapters 
assigned to him to “read” or “reread,” 
then the question of the agreement of 
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these books with the statements of the 
Bible becomes a matter of very great 
moment. We are certainly entitled to 
expect that under such conditions the 
utmost care will have been taken to 
secure complete agreement with the 
Bible. Otherwise, the one will tend to 
discredit the other in the mind of the 
pupil who follows instructions and 
checks the statements of the reading 
book by the Scripture references which 
are given in it. Unfortunately, the read- 
ing books often differ not only markedly 
but intentionally from the Bible and 
tend to confuse the pupil quite need- 
lessly, 


The opening chapter of Master repre- 
sents Andrew and John as meeting a 
“stranger” (Jesus) and asking Him, al- 
though they were already disciples of 
John, “Could you tell us, friend, where 
John the Prophet is baptizing?” And 
later we are told that when Jesus was 


baptized they recognized Him as the 


stranger of whom they had asked the 
question. 
suggest that they had the slightest con- 
tact with Jesus until John pointed Him 
out to them. The only Scripture refer- 
ences for this chapter are Matthew 3:1- 
10, 13, and Luke 3:10-16. John 1:29-51 
is ignored. This leads us to o'serve that 
of the more than 100 references to Scrip- 
ture given in the index to Master only 
8 are to John. This is surprising. And 
yet it is not surprising to those who 
know the attitude of the critics to this 
Gospel. King uses this Gospel more 
frequently. But neither King nor Mas- 
ter refers to the raising of Lazarus. 


In Master, Jesus’ response to Jairus’ 
appeal that He come and heal his little 
daughter reads as follows: ‘“‘We must 
hurry,’ said Jesus and started swil!.iy 
toward Capernaum” (p. 77). The Scrip- 
ture reference (Mark 5:21-43) g'ves no 
warrant for this. When did Jesus ever 
hurry? Why should He hurry now? 
Was He afraid He might arrive too late? 
Hurry is a factor in the lives of mere 
men which is noticeably absent from the 
earthly life of the God-Man, as it is 
portrayed in the Gospels. 


In Master we have the author’s ac- 
count of the way in which Jesus settled 
the dispute among His followers as to 
which should be the greatest. We are 
told that this dispute brought them to 
“the very door of Peter’s house,” that 
while Jesus was speaking “Peier’s little 
davghter peeked around the edge of the 
doorway,” that Jesus called, “Come here, 
little girl,” and “lifted her to his lap,” 
that Jesus “gently put Peter’s daughter 
in her father’s arms and left the room# 
This is the build-up story, and the pupil 
is referred in the index to Mark 9:33- 
41. If the pupil is obedient and 
turns to this passage, in A.V., R.V., 
or even in R.S.V., he find#no state- 
ment that the house was Peter’s and 
he reads simply that Jesus took a 
little “child” and set “him” in the 


Yet John 1:29-42 does not. 
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Lesson for July 18 


midst of them. Peter’s little girl turns 
out to be a boy. It is, of course, true, 
although most teachers and pupils will 
not know it, that the Greek word for 
“little child” (paidion) is a diminutive 
and is neuter. But such New Translations 
as Weymouth, Ballantine, and Good- 
speed render by “him,” while Moffatt 
and Verkuyl (Berkeley) have “it.” Un- 
less a subsequent issue of Counsel ex- 
plains this difference, the parent or 
teacher of the proverbially bright boy 
or girl is likely to face a quite lively 
discussion, and an utterly needless one 
—how a little boy became Peter’s little 
girl, or vice versa. This example vio- 
lates the most elementary rules of sound 
pedagogy. 

We would like to believe that the ex- 
ample just given is a slip. We cannot 
do this because it is only one of many 
examples of the freedom, not seldom 
indicative of a flair for novelty, which is 
sufficiently in evidence to be almost 
characteristic of. the -way in which the 
authors of the reading books treat the 
Biblical narratives which their books 
are supposed only to illustrate. Thus, 
in the account of the betrayal in the 
garden, we are told in Master (p. 164) 
that “a burly soldier knocked Peter 
backward; he fell heavily and lay still,” 
and that when he “came to his senses” 
he made a desperate attempt to over- 
take the band of soldiers which had led 
Jesus away. The Scripture reference 
(Mark 14:43-50) makes no mention of 
this, nor does it suggest it. What it 
does tell us is that “they all forsook 
him, and fled.” The “all” would natu- 
rally include Peter; and the words, “and 
Peter followed him afar off,” do not at 
all suggest that as soon as Peter re- 
gained consciousness “he dashed head- 
long through the trees where the sol- 
diers had led Jesus” in a desperate ef- 
fort to overtake them. This story, as 
given in Master, finds no support in 
Choice (p. 110)! ' 

A method that is used repeatedly in 
the reading books is to ignore, in whole 
or in part, an incident in its proper 
place and then refer to it later, as it 
were, reminiscently. This makes it 
easier for the author of the reading 
book to deal freely with the incident, 
curtailing or expanding it as he may 
see fit. The account of the temptation 
of Jesus is omitted at its proper place 
in Master (p. 13), and is introduced 
much later, being told reminiscently by 
Jesus when He is forced to rebuke Peter 
for his emphatic repudiation of the an- 
nouncement that his Master is to suffer 
and die at Jerusalem (p. 104f.). It is 
there called a “vision,” and is intro- 
duced with the words, “There was a 
time when I was tempted to preach some 
other message.” 

The Transfiguration is treated in th 
same way. We are told (p. 109) that 
Jesus knocked at the door of a room 
in the inn where He and His disciples 
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were stopping, and asked Peter, James, 
and John, “Will you come to pray with 
me in the mountain?” The beauty of 
the scene, as they “climbed steadily 
toward the summit of the mountain” 
(stated to be Mount Hermon), is briefly 
described. The climb gave an extended 
view. “As Peter looked, he could not 
keep back his homesickness; on the shore 
of that misty lake lived his wife and 
children. The flood of sunlight had 
gradually crept down the slope toward 
them, and now the four men (sic!) felt 
its warmth. ‘Let us kneel here and 
pray,’ said Jesus.” That is all, as far 
as the incident itself is concerned, abso- 
lutely all! Imaginary background has 
been added, the Transfiguration itself has 
been left out*completely, and we pass 
at once to the scene at the foot of the 
mountain. We turn over several pages 
to the beginning of the next chapter (p. 
113). There we are permitted to over- 
hear a little discussion between the three 
disciples. “‘If John the Baptizer really 
was Elijah,’ exclaimed Peter, ‘then the 
kingdom ought to be very near!” This 
suggests that Peter is comparing John 
with Elijah because he had just seen 
Elijah on the Mount. But he does not 
say so; and his words need not be taken 
to mean this. Moses is not mentioned 
at all. The voice from the cloud is re- 
ferred to and John reminds his com- 
panions that the words, “You are my 
beloved Son!” are the same as those 
uttered at the baptism of Jesus. “Only 
this time we heard the voice too.” Peter 
was mystified and he said so, but “James 
and John did not reply. They needed 
their breath because they were climbing 
a steep hill.” This is the reminiscence, 
and the Scripture reference (Mark 9: 
2-19) is consequent to it (pp. 113, 114) 
and not to the incident itself (p, 109). 

Even more striking is the treatment of 
the Crucifixion in Master (pp. 172-174). 
That awful scene which is described in 
all four of the Gospels is completely 
omitted; and we read of it only in an 
imagined conversation between the “two 
disciples,” who on the road to Emmaus 
pass by Calvary and find the cross still 
there with the title still nailed to it. 
One of them asks the question, “Do you 
think others will be crucified on his 
cross, Cleopas?” and receives the an- 
swer, “Perhaps.” Elsewhere in this book 
(p. 20) the crucifixion of Judah of Gali- 
lee, a leader of the Zealots, is described 
in some detail and it is stated that “all 
the Zealots who had been hiding in 
the hills were crucified with him.” The 
suggestion is not far distant that the 
death of Jesus was a heroic martyrdom 
which did not differ essentially from that 
of any (other) true Zealot or true Chris- 
tian. 

It should not be necessary to point 
out that if the reading books are to 
be, in any proper sense, a safe guide 
for teacher and pupil in the Bible class, 
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they should contain ,no anachronisms, 
certainly no glaring ones. Otherwise the 
historical setting will be badly out of 
focus. Yet Choice has violated this ob- 
vious principle repeatedly. This book 
describes events of A.D. 64. The hero 
is a Jewish boy who is named Clement 
because “there was such a man, and we 
still have a letter that he wrote about 
A.D. 95” (p. 9). Yet the author of 
Choice is guilty of the absurdity of rep- 
resenting the youthful Clement as lis- 
tening to quotations from a letter which 
the real Clement may have written some 
thirty years later. This is absurd. And 
why, in dealing with the topic, “Tests 
of Love,” should a quotation from this 
letter be given instead of a quotation 
from First Corinthians 13 upon which it 
seems clearly to be based? As of A.D. 
64 a quotation from Paul’s First Epistle 
to the Corinthians would be entirely in 
order, while a quotation from First 
Clement is a glaring anachronism. Be- 
sides this, to quote Paul is to quote 
Scripture. To quote Clement is not. 


III. Bible Loosely and Incorrectly Quoted 


If it is important that the reading 
books shouldbe in full agreement with 
the Bible, this principle should apply 
especially to those passages where the 
Bible’ is or appears to be quoted and 
where references for these quotations 
are given in the index. Unfortunately 
this principle is not observed. Great 
laxity is shown in quotation, and liber- 
ties are taken for which there is no 
real justification.. This criticism applies 
particularly to Choice, which has many 
of what appear to be Bible quotations. 

Isaiah 53:7-9 is apparently quoted in 
full (p. 112). Examination shows that 
the words, “he is brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth” are left out. The words, “and 
who shall declare his generation? for 
he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my peo- 
ple was he stricken” are simply para- 
phrased and reduced to “and no one 
realized that he was cut off for our 
transgressions.” And the words, “and 
with the rich in his death” are changed 
to “his tomb with workers of evil.” 
This last is a purely conjectural change 
and it is especially offensive because it 
eliminates the prophetic significance of 
John 19: 38-42. P 

Psalm 22 is apparently quoted in full 
on page 144 (see index). Careful com- 
parison shows the following omissions: 
v. 1, “and from the words of my roar- 
ing”; vs. 9-13 omitted entirely; in v. 20, 
“my darling from the power of the dog”; 
v. 21, “for thou hast heard me from the 
horns of the unicorns”; v. 23, “And fear 
him, all ye seed of Israel”; vs. .25, 26 
omitted; vs. 29-31 omitted. Yet there 
is no indication of these omissions in 
the text or in the index, 


Psalm’ 2 is apparently given in full 
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(p. 152f.). But in vs. 11, 12 the words, 
“And rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 
Son,” are eliminated and the passage 
reads, “Serve the Lord with fear, lest 
he be angry,” etc. 


The quotation of what the index de- 
fines as Luke 12:4, 5 is introduced with 
the words, “Again Jesus said” (p, 274). 
Verse 5, “But I will forewarn you whom 
ye shall fear: Fear him, which after 
he hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him,” 
reads in Choice as follows, “Fear him 
who is able to destroy both body and 
soul, so thaf the ruin is total and eter- 
nal.” The thirty words of A.V. are re- 
duced to nineteen. “Fear” occurs three 
times in the A.V., which follows the 
Greek closely, but only once in this 
paraphrase. Similarly in the quotation 
of 1 Corinthians 7:12-15, the tyenty- 
eight words of v. 14 are reduced to eight: 
“For God has a purpose in this union” 
(p. 301). 


Other examples of loose or inaccurate 
renderings are: “are eager to give” for 
“know how to give”; “your Father” for 
“your father who is in heaven”; “his 
parents” for “father or: mother”; “his 
children” for “son or daughter” (p. 272f.). 
Mark 13:34f. concludes with the words: 
“It may be in the evening, at midnight, 
at dawn, or at noon” (p. 239) instead of 
“at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning.” Even R.S.V., 
which is fond of loose renderings, has “or 
in the morning.” The author of Choice 
would be hard put to it, we believe, to 
justify his rendering “at noon.” But 
perhaps he does not feel that it needs 
justification. Probably. he would say 
that the author of “a textbook in story 
form” is not bound by the ordinary 
canons of historical accuracy. With this 
we agree. And it is for this very reason 
that we object so seriously to the promi- 
nent and central place given such story- 
book textbooks in a course of study 
which is affirmed to be “Bible-centered.” 
The very fact that chapter and verse 
are given in the index for the passages 


Curiosity Gets ‘Em 


One way to distribute Christian tracts 


Pp ‘ 

T’S one of the most interesting pleas- 

ures one ever experienced. Here’s 
the story: After reading our copy of 
The Sunday School Times, the Alliance 
Weekly, and other Christian publications 
for which we subscribe, we file them 
away until we get ready ‘to go on our 
vacation, or take a rather long trip by 
auto. Then we gather them all together 
and place a choice two-color tract on 
“The Way of Life Made Plain,” by Nor- 
man H. Camp between the first and sec- 
ond leaves of each publication. These 
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which are allegedly quoted, sometimes 
at considerable length, makes it doubly 
incumbent upon the author to quote 
correctly. Otherwise the student of the 
textbook’ may easily’ reach the conclu- 
sion that an author can have very little 
regard for the words of Scripture who 
does not hesitate to take such liberties 
with them as is done in these books. 
Or, he may conclude that the text of 
Scripture from which A.V. and R.V. 
are translated must be in very bad con- 
dition if such radical changes need to 
be made in it as appear in the reading 
books, 

In view of this loose treatment of 
Scripture, which is characteristic of the 
New Curriculum, it is not at all surpris- 
ing that it is being ade a definite 
propaganda agency for the recently pub- 
lished “Revised Standard Version” of 
the New Testament and for other “mod- 
ern speech” versions. Nor is it surpris- 
ing that the King James Version should 
be lightly esteemed. Thus teacher and 
parent are told that “all junior highs 
find the King James Version of the Bible 
hard to understand” (Counsel, p. 27). 
This statement is far too sweeping, to 
say the least. In so far as it is true, 
it is largely due to the lamentable igno- 
rance of the Bible in any form which is 
so marked today among both children 
and adults. But it is not the King James 
Version which is responsible for this 
tragic state of affairs. This version is 
our greatest English classic, and it is 
today the most popular of all versions 
in English. None' of the modern versions 
cormmpare with it for dignity and beauty. 
No educated man can afford to be igno- 
rant of it. Most of the blame for this 
condition lies at the door of those who 
in the name of “scholarship” have been, 
for many decades, sowing the seeds of 
distrust of the Bible, and asserting that 
cultured people cannot believe what the 
Bible definitely teaches and that it can 
be made acceptable to the “modern 
mind” only by radical revision and re- 
construction, 


(To be continued) 


and periodicals, while on vacation 
By WALTER E. GILLESPIE 


are then rolled individually and tied 
with a string or held with a small rub- 
ber band. The rolls are then placed 
on the front seat of our automobile all 
ready to hand out or throw out to in- 
dividuals as we roll along the highway. 


On trips from Chicago down through 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Tennessee 
to Tupelo and Oxford, Miss., and then 
on into Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, 
we encountered many Negroes as well 
as whites, either sitting or working near 
the road, and hundreds walking singly 
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or in groups as we rolled along at thirty- 
five to forty-five miles an hour. As we 
passed them, or just before getting to 
them, the person on the front seat at 
the right of the driver would be ready 
to throw out the roll, and when close 
enough would call out, “Hello! Some- 
thing good for you,” or some similar call 
in a hearty, appealing voice. It was sur- 
prising to see how individuals would 
go along the roadway, sometimes almost 
a hundred or more feet, to get the rolls. 

In this way hundreds of periodicals 
and tracts were individually delivered. 
The ones with the pictures or verses of 
poetry on the front page were appeal- 
ing. Almost every roll was eagerly 
picked up and opened. Pray for the 
readers. 


Lone BEACH, Cauir, 


w 


Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Aunt Mary 


Questions for answer, and other commu- 
nications, may be addressed to Aunt Mary, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. No names or addresses 
will be published in The Sunday School 
Times; and if questions are too personal 
for an answer in these columns, Aunt Mary 
will be glad to reply individually if* pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 





I am fifteen years old and am going 
to be a sophomore in high school. 
was saved at nine years o age. When 
reading THE SUNDAY ScHOOL TIMES one 
day, I found your column and decided 
to write at once. 


A certain boy was interested in me 
a while ago, and I guess I was too. 
Suddenly things changed and we broke 
up, but the girls and some boys con- 
tinually tease me with him and link 
our names together. How can I make 
them stop? I’ve told them very seri- 
ously the truth about the matter, but 
they don’t believe it. 


I have prayed about it and will con- 
tinue. I truly appreciate your column. 
Y DEAR GIRL: I was glad to get 
your letter, and as your problem 

is one that others have in different 


places, to discuss it may help them, too.’ 


It is regretted by all thinking people, 
especially Christians, that the subject 
of sex is so overworked in this country. 
As you know, little tots are asked, “Who 
is your girl friend?” or, “Your boy 
friend?” turning their minds in that 
direction too early in life. The causes 
of this are uspally named as Hollywood, 


with its debasing influences, and the in- , 


creasing use of liquor. It is painful to 
see how magazines and radio shows, not 
to speak of theaters, are permeated with 
this idea. 


As you get into your teens and begin 
to take a natural interest in the oppo- 
site sex, it is very easy to form attach- 
ments that further development and 
greater experience may prove unfortu- 
nate. Of course you know that a Chris- 


(Continued on page 601) 
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LESSON 3. JULY 18. NAOMI, WOMAN OF FAITH 
Ruth; printed text, 1:16-18; 2:20; 4:14-17 
Golden Text.—Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.—Ruth 1:16 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will 
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 


people, and thy God my God: 


17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 
Lorpv do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee 


and me. 


18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, 


then she left speaking unto her. 


Chap. 2:20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed 
be he of the Lorp, who hath not left off his kindness to the living 
and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of 


kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HERE is a charm about the inspired 
Hebrew idyl, the Book of Ruth, that 
cannot fail to appeal ta anyone of 
literary taste, whether its divine inspira- 
tion is recognized or not. But, when we 
receive it as a part of the God-breathed 
Word, we see added beauties, which the 
natural mind cannot discern. It portrays 
something of the inward conditions pre- 
yailing among what we might call the 
ordinary people of Israel, during the 
troubled years of the Judges. Typically, 
it sets forth, in a very remarkable man- 
ner, the story of redemption. Through 
Boaz, the goel, or kinsman-redeemer 
(Lev. 25: 25) ,Ruth, the Moabitish stranger, 
is brought into the family of God and 
given a place among the Covenant Peo- 
ple. The great-grandmother of King 
David, she has a place in the ancestral 
line of our Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 1: 
5, 6). By natural birth the Moabites 
were barred from the congregation of 
the Lord unto the tenth generation be- 
cause of their hostility to the Children 
of Israel, when they were journeying 
toward the Promised Land (Deut. 23:3). 
But, by grace, Ruth found an honored 
place in the Chosen Nation. Her loyalty 
to her mother-in-law, Naomi, and her de- 
cided stand as a convert to the God of 
Israel make her out as a young woman 
of exceptional devotedness and decision 
of character. 

Naomi’s record is not very creditable 
at first. She actually typifies the back- 
slider, leaving the place of privilege, 
Bethlehem, the house of bread, to’ go 
with her husband and sons to the land 
of Moab. But after severe chastening, 
her faith is rekindled, and, in the closing 
two chapters, she shines forth as a 
woman of faith. 


The Historical Setting P 


We have no definite date for the events 
of this Book. We are only told that they 





Chap. 4:14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the 


Lorp, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that 
his name may be famous in Israel. 

15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nour- 
isher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth 
thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and 
became nurse unto it. 

17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, 


There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: 


aa < bf < 


all took place in the days when the 
Judges ruled. Elimelech with his wife 
Naomi and two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, 
left Bethlehem and went to the land of 
Moab to escape the rigors of a famine. 
In Moab, the sons married women of 
that country, Orpah and Ruth. Elimelech 
and the sons all died there, whereupon 
Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem, 
Ruth insisted on going with her, but 
Orpah remained ip Moab, 


Verse by Verse 


Ruth 1:16—“Thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” Ruth’s 
decision is definite. She had settled the 
matter'in her own heart. She was de- 
termined to remain with Naomi at all 
costs. Her faith already was placed in 
the God of whom her husband and. his 
mother must often have told her. For 
her there could be no going back to 
idolatry. 


Verse 17.—“The Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee 
and me.” It is blessed to contemplate 
Ruth’s settled decision. She had counted 
the cost and was prepared to accept all 
the consequences of separation from her 
own family and its pagan religion. She 
was not merely going to experiment 
along new lines, but she had made up 
her mind to be true to death, both to 
Naomi and to God. It is a delightful 
example of loyalty of heart and devotion 
of spirit. 


Verse 18.—“When she saw that she 
was stedfastly minded ... she left speak- 
ing unto her.” At first Naomi had sought 
to dissuade both Ruth and Orpah from 
going to Bethlehem with her. She could 
not tell what kind of reception they 
would receive as strangers from the 
idolatrous nation of Moab. Moreover, 
their very presence would be the evi- 
dence of the family failure, for God 
had forbidden intermarriage with the 
heathen nations. But Ruth’s determina- 
tion and loyalty convinced her that she 
should take’ her with her to the home 
she had left so long before, 


he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, - 
and used by permission. 


Chap. 2:20—“Naomi said. . 
be he of the Lord. ... The manis.:. 
our next kinsman.” Ruth had availed 
herself of the privilege granted to the 
poor and the stranger (Lev. 23:22) by 
going forth to glean in the harvest fields, 
and God had led her to that which be- 
longed to her former husband’s near 
kinsman, who, if he would, might per- 
form the part of the kinsman-redeemer 
for her (Deut. 25:5, 6). 


Chap. 4:14—“The women said ... 
Blessed be the Lord, which hath not 
left thee this day without a kinsman.” 
One should note carefully the place of 
goel, or kinsman-redeemer, in Israel in 
order to understand aright all that is 
involved in this beautiful story of grace 
to the stranger from Moab. Boaz had 
fulfilled the divine requirements as to 
the right of redemption, which involved 
paying off the mortgage on the estate 
and taking the childless widow as his 
own wife, her first son by the new union 
to inherit in the name of the former 
husband. Thus Ruth, through acting on 
Naomi’s advice, had become recognized 
as the wife of Boaz, the mighty man of 
wealth, who typifies Him who has re- 


. Blessed 


‘deemed us from our lost estate and 


united us to Himself, 


Verse 15.—“Thy daughter in law, 
which loveth thee,’. .. is better to thee 
than seven sons.” Naomi was mourning 
the loss of her two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion, both of whom had died in Moab. 
But Ruth had come into the family to 


* gladden and cheer her heart, and to 


raise up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance. She had borne a son, who 
was to inherit the estates of Mahlon and 
Chilion, that Elimelech’s name might be 
remembered in Israel. 


Verses 16 and 17.—‘Naomi took the 
child . . . and became nurse unto it.” 
One can readily understand the joy that 
filled the heart of Grandmother Naomi 
as she cared for Ruth’s first-born and 
sought to bring him up in accordance 
with. the will of God; but little did she 
realize the full honor. conferred upon 
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her in that she was nursing one who 
was in the direct line of descent of 
Israel’s Messiah: Son of God and Son 
of man! The child was called Obed, 
and he became the grandfather of King 
David, through whose line Christ came 
into the world. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Ruth’s decision illustrates the stand 
that every exercised soul should take 
in regard to the present offer of the 
Gospel. God has now revealed Him- 
self in the person of His Son, It is a 
great moment in‘ one’s spiritual history 
when the choice is made to receive 
Christ and for His name’s sake to turn 
from the world that has rejected Him. 
Ruth gives us a blessed example of what 
Barnabas meant, in a later day, when 
he besought the young Gentile converts 
at Antioch to cleave to the Lord “with 
purpose of heart” (Acts 11:23). 

Naomi, when restored to fellowship 
with the Lord, was able to guide Ruth 
aright, and her faith was rewarded in 
a wonderful way. 


Lesson Outline 
OUTLINE OF THE Book OF RUTH 

1. The backsliding and chastisement of 
Elimelech and his family (Ruth 
1: 1-8) 

2. Naomi’s awakening (vs. 6, 7) 

. The testing of Orpah and Ruth (vs. 
8-14) 

. Ruth’s settled decision (vs. 15-18) 

. The return to Bethlehem (vs. 19-22) 

. Ruth finding grace (chap. 2) 

. Union with Boaz. Ruth received into 
the congregation of the Lord 
(chap, 4) 


w 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


According to the Law, Ruth had no 
title, in herself, to a place in the con- 
gregation of the Lord, but as the widow 
of an Israelite she could come in if a 
redeemer was found who cared enough 
for her to acknowledge her claim, This 
Boaz did, and so the stranger from Moab 
was adopted into the family of the Cove- 
nant. 

It is of interest to observe the work 
of grace in the life of Naomi. At first 
we see little evidence of real soul-ex- 
ercise concerning all the failure of the 
past. Bereft of all life held dear, she 
decided to return to Bethlehem because 
word had reached her that conditions 
were improved there. Her attitude 
toward Orpah and Ruth was anything 
but helpful. But after the return to the 
land we see her taking the lead in guid- 
ing Ruth to a place of rest and security 
in accordance with the Law of Moses. 
It is evident that in her old age she 
found great joy and comfort in the 
choice that Ruth had made, 


Summaries and Applications 


Elimelech thought to better his circum- 
stances by leaving the place where God 
was known and going to a land of dark- 
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Next Week’s Lesson 
2. July 11.—Bezaleel, a Spirit-Filled 
Workman. Exodus 31:1-11; 35:30 
to 39:43; 2 Chronicles 1:5, 


Last Week’s Lesson 


4. July 25.—Jonathan, Loyal Friend. 
1 Samuel 18 to 20; 23:16-18; 
2 Samuel 1:1-27; 21:7 








ness and idolatry, but he found out his 
mistake when it was too late to rectify it. 

In this book we see the grace of God 
triumphing over human failure and dis- 
appointment. It was wrong for Mahlon 
to marry Ruth, but God overruled it to 
her salvation though He took Mahlon 
away’ in judgment. 

It was the responsibility of the de- 
ceased husband’s nearest male relative 
who was free to do so, to become the 
kinsman-redeemer and re-establish the 
name of the dead in Israel by the first 
son succeeding to the forfeited estate. 
This Boaz did for Mahlon. 

Did Naomi ever think of the possible 
fate of Orpah, when she looked back 
and realized that her words and exam- 
ple had persuaded Orpah to go back to 
her false gods? 

It is a solemn thing to be responsible 
for the actions of those who look to us 
for guidance and direction. Is our be- 
havior such as to encourage them to de- 
cision for Christ? 

CHICAGO, 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


OW does this story fit into the days of 
the Judges? 


2. How would you compare the open- 
ing and the closing verses of this book? 


3. How do you account for such an issue 
from such a situation? 


4. In what two directions does the grace 
of God move in this story? 

5. What special honor came to Ruth? Name 
another Gentile woman who came into the 
same honor. 

6. Does God’s gracious dealing with Ruth 
justify Mahlon and Chilion in their marry- 
ing Moabitish women? ° 

7. How does Naomi show up over against 
the géneral loss of faith on the part of her 
menfolk? 

8. Was Naomi right in trying to persuade 
Orpah and Ruth to return to their false 
gods? 


9. In what relations does Boaz depict 


" Christ? 


10. In what respect can we regard Naomi 
as an example for the Christian worker? 


(Answets on page 600) 
ye 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all. departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


July 3, 1948 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
loving Heavenly Father, who art not 
willing that any should perish, but dost 
offer eternal life to all who receive Thy 
Son, we thank Thee for the wideness 
of Thy mercy in the Gospel. We praise 
Thee for all those who from every tribe 
and nation are coming to the Saviour, 
and we pray that Christians everywhere 
shall live so righteously, so faithfully, 
so lovingly, so patiently, and so joyfully, 
that their lives may win many more to 
Thee. Make our study of Thy Word a 
blessing to us and to many beyond our 
own school. Let Thy promises and Thy 
presence cheer the lonely and sad, the 
sick and needy wherever they are. Put 
forth Thy strength in mercy to help all 
who are in trouble, and cause the sor- 
rows of life to turn many hearts to the 
Lord. Guide our rulers that they may 
serve Thee and those they rule well and 
wisely. Help and bless parents and 
teachers in doing their duty to the youth 
of our day. Forgive us our transgres- 
sions, Lord, and may sin die out in us 
and the likéness of Christ increase in us. 
Guide us and make of our lives the best 
that is possible. Through all the worid 
send a great revival of godly living, and 
soon bring the full enthronement of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What won Ruth to 
trust and serve the living God? She 
had been born and raised in heathen 
Moab, yet she says to Naomi, “Thy peo- 
ple shall be my people, and thy God my 
God.” Something had turned Ruth from 
the heathen ways and worship of her 
own people to the true and living God. 
And that something was Naomi’s influ- 
ence. Through years of trouble and sor- 
row Naomi had lived a life of trust in 
God. Through ten years amid the idol- 





‘ 


NAOMI WON RUTH 


ILL MY LIFE 
IN OTHERS? 











worshiping Moabites Naomi held fast to 
the true God. And Ruth had seen this. 
She had seen the difference, too, that 
knowing the living God made in Naomi, 
So Ruth was converted, was turned to 
the Lord by the way Naomi lived as a 
believer in the Lord. 

Has anyone ever been turned to the 
Lord by the way you live? Count Zin- 
zendorf, who laid the foundation of the 
missionary work of the Moravian 
Church, trusted Christ as his Saviour 
at a very early age. Later he was sent 
to a boarding school where some boys 
tried to get him into evil ways. But 
they not only failed to turn him from 
the right, but in time he succeeded in 
turning some of them to the Lord. And 
it was all by the way he lived. A man 
once said he found Christ not by his 
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pastor’s preaching, but by his mother’s 
practicing. It was a Christian boy’s 
practicing that won others in that school 
to Christ. It was Naomi’s practicing that 
won Ruth to Christ. And you and I are 
called to live as Christians so that people 
who never go to church or read the 
Bible may see Christ in us and be drawn 
to Him. 


Vancouver, B. C., CaN, 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“And Ruth said, Intreat me not to 
leave thee” (Ruth 1:16a).—The Douay 
Version renders the expression thus, “Be 
not against me to desire that I should 
leave thee and depart.” 

To some extent every person possesses 
the power of entreaty. Its use or abuse 
is important before God and man. Some 
persons use it to the extreme and must 
be begged to forbear, as in the case be- 
fore us. 

One of the saddest sights of Scripture 
is the spectacle of Naomi with a knowl- 
edge of the true and living God, using 
her power of entreaty to induce her 
daughters-in-law to returr® to and remain 
in heathendom, 

There is, among the crowns mentioned 
in the Word, one for soul-winners; in 
other words, for those who have suc- 
cessfully used the power of entreaty to 
persuade precious souls to believe the 
Gospel of Christ (1 Thess. 2:19, 20). 

Henry Moorhouse said: “It was not 
Naomi who induced Ruth to go to Beth- 
lehem. I do not believe that that beau- 
tiful jewel will ever deck the crown of 
Naomi. She did all she could to drive 
her back; but the grace of God had 
touched the heart of Ruth. She was 
not going to return to Moab; she was 
going to Bethlehem.” 

Years ago, a terrible fire raged in the 
Iroquois theater in Chicago. Many per- 
sons were trampled to death as the 
frightened crowd fought for the exit. 
One young woman was borne along in 
the stampede, passing over many who 
had fallen. 

After relating the story of the disaster 
and of her escape from that inferno, 
someone ‘said to her, “Certainly you 
ought to feel thankful that you escaped 
such « frightful death.” 

“Yes! I know I ought to be thankful; 
but oh, I didn’t save anyone!” “Oh, 
but you were perfectly excusable in act- 
ing for yourself under such intense ex- 
citement,” she was told. “Yes, but I 
didn’t even try to save anyone,” was her 
bitter lament. 

Naomi didn’t even try to save Ruth. 
God overruled her sin and failure and 
saved Ruth in spite of Naomi’s discour- 
aging words and actions. What about 
ourselves? Are we even trying to win 
others to the Saviour? Naomi had faith 
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to return to Bethlehem herself. God 
honored it, and placed the determination 
in Ruth’s heart to accompany her. 


“For whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: 
thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God” (Ruth 1:16b) —How much 
is involved in these few words! Ruth 
chose to be a pilgrim — “I will go”; and 
a stranger — “I will lodge”; and a prose- 
lyte—‘“my people”; and a worshiper — 
“my God !” 

When a sinner chooses Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord, whether conscious of it 
or not, he is choosing to be a stranger 
and pilgrim (1 Pet, 2:11), and 4 prose- 
lyte or convert (Psa. 119:63), and a wor- 
shiper (John 20:28). 


A destiny depends upon a single 
choice! In the Alps there is a spot 
where one may throw a stick in one 
direction and it will roll on by way of 
the Danube ta the Black Sea. Throw it 
in another direction and it will travel 
down the Rhine to the North Sea. Cast 
it in yet another direction and it will 
go by way of the Rhone into the Medi- 
terranean. 

There are three seas, so to speak, into 
which lives are pouring. They are: (1) 
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Natural, (2) Carnal, (3) Spiritual (see 
1 Cor. 3). J 
“Where thou diest, will I die, and there 
will I be buried” (Ruth 1:17).—Matthew 
Henry says the Chaldee paraphrase re- 
lates the debate between Naomi and 
Ruth as follows: “Ruth said, ‘Entreat 
me not to leave thee, for I will be a 
proselyte.’ Naomi said, ‘We are com- 
manded to keep sabbaths and good days, 
on which we may not travel above 2,000 
cubits —a sabbath day’s journey.’ ‘Well,’ 
said Ruth, ‘whither thou goest, I will go.’ 
... Naomi said, ‘We are commanded to 
keep 613 precepts.’ ‘Well,’ said Ruth, 
‘whatever thy people keep I will keep, 
for they shall be my people.’ Naomi 
said, ‘We are forbidden to worship any 
strange god.’ ‘Well,’ said Ruth, ‘thy God 
shall be my God.’ Naomi said, ‘We have 
four sorts of deaths for malefactors, 
stoning, burning, strangling, and slaying 
with the sword.’ ‘Well,’ said Ruth, 
‘where thou diest I will die.’ ‘We have,’ 
said Naomi, ‘houses of sepulchre.’ ‘And 
there,’ said Ruth, ‘will I be buried.’” 
Ruth looked right orf to the logical con- 
clusion’ of her choice and was ready to 
die and be buried in the land of Israel. 
She didn’t express as much as a wish 
for her remains to be carried back to 
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Moab. She was through with Moab 
once and for all—as believers should 
be with the world system over which 
Satam presides (see Col. 3:2; Rom. 6:11; 
2 Cor. 5:14, 15). 


“And Naomi said unto her, The man 
is near of kin unto us, one of our next 
kinsmen” (Ruth 2:20).—The man of 
kindness referred to here is Boaz, the 
mighty man of wealth—typical of the 
Lord Jesus Christ—the Kinsman-Re- 
deemer, whose loving-kindness is “bet- 
ter than life” (Psa. 63:3). 

Naomi knew the truth in part, but 
was soon to learn that Boaz was really 
the only redeemer. The other one she 
had in mind — typical of the Law — could 
not redeem. (See Ruth 4:6.) We know 
the Law cannot redeem us (Rom, 8:3). 
Christ alone has that power (Rev. 
5:9, 10). 


“There is a son born to Naomi” (Ruth 
4:17).—Thus Ruth, the woman who made 
a deliberate choice, became the wife of 
Boaz, the mother of Obed, the grand- 
mother of Jesse, and the great-grand- 
mother of David, and an ancestress of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 1). 


Wawona, CaLir, 
wv 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is a beautiful “short 

story,” described by some poetically 
minded person “as “a gem, set between 
the ermine of the Judges and the purple 
of the Kings.” It is teeming with hu- 
man interest. In the four brief chapfers 
of the Book of Ruth you will find adven- 
ture, romance, courage, famine, sorrow, 
joy, poverty, prosperity, and incidents 
which touch almost every phase of. hu- 
man emotions. But above all that, its 
chief interest lies in the fact that it is 
an illuminated link in the genealogy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


In the list of “secondary” personal- 
ities we are studying throughout the 
present quarter this is where Naomi 
comes in. Ordinarily, and as it has ever 
been during the years I have been priv- 
ileged to treat the Sunday school les- 
sons, whenever we would come to the 
Book of Ruth, it was Ruth herself who 
would be the chief personality, the hero- 
ine of the story; and indeed she has a 
right to be. She it was who, because 
of her spiritual insight in deserting her 
idols and choosing Naomi’s God, in her 
fidelity to her alien mother-in-law, and 
in her courageous facing and accepting 
an uncertain future, yes, she it was who 
was exalted to the great-grandmother- 
hood of King David, to take her place in 
the ancestral line of the great Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 


But today, Naomi, the “runner-up” in 
the story, is our character study, and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


how inspiring that is! In the lesson title 
she is called “Woman of Faith.” One of 
the highest types of faith is that which’ 
holds on to God when everything goes 
wrong. Job had it. His wife exclaimed 
to him, in effect, “You miserable bun- 
dle of ulcers, why don’t you curse God 
and die!” “But he said unto her, Thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women 
speaketh. What? shall we receive good 
at the hand of God, and shall we not 
receive evil?” (Job 2:9, 10.) Later, he 
said to his three “comforters” (re- 
vilers!), “Though he slay me, yet will 
I trust in him” (Job 13:15). Naomi had 
a faith like that. She, with her husband 
and sons, were self-exiled to the land 
of Moab, because of the famine in the 
region around Bethlehem, their home. 
During the ten years she spent in 
Moab, sore misfortune overtook her. 
Death claimed her husband and both 
her sons. She was bowed down by crush- 
ing sorrow, but she did not give up to 
it. In spite of her age, she determined 
to trudge it back to her native land, and 
her daughters-in-law, two Moabitish 
women, started out with her. One of 
these was Ruth. Naomi insisted that they 
go back and remain with their people 
rather than, for her sake, try to take 


"up life in a strange land and among 


strange people. Orpah returned, but 
Ruth refused to desert her mother-in- 
law. In this she gave utterance to one 
of the most beautiful passages in all of 
Scripture (yes, in all literature): “In- 
treat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither 
thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shal! be 
my people, and thy God my God: where 
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be 
buried: the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if ought but death part thee and 
me.” 


Once back in Bethlehem, it was 
Naomi’s wise judgment and counsel that 
steered Ruth through the precarious in- 
cidents that resulted in her becoming 
the bride of the. wealthy Boaz, in the 
most honorable way. ‘“Naomi’s strong 
faith shines clearly here, as she seems 
to have perfect confidence that God’s 
hand is in it all. And truly it was. Her re- 
ward was very much like Job’s reward 
when in the later days all his posses- 
sions were restored and sons and daugh- 
ters as before. Naomi had the joy of 
hugging to her grandmotherly bosom 
little Obed, the son ‘of Boaz and Ruth, 
while her neighbors truly exclaimed: 
“Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left 
thee this day without a kinsman, that 
his name may be famous in Israel. And 
he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy 
life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for 
thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, 
which is better to thee than seven sons, 
hath born him.” . 


The faith that knows God is faithful! 
Augusta, Ga. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
NAoMI, A WOMAN OF FAITH 


HEN we study the Book of Ruth, 

we generally think of the beautiful 
character of Ruth. Today we want to 
think especially about Ruth’s mother-in- 
law, Naomi. 

Naomi was a woman of faith. That 
is, she was one of God’s own people. 
Her story proves that. But her story is 
not a happy one, because she was a back- 
slider. 

There are two kinds of people some- 
times called backsliders: one is a per- 
son who is saved, but who has gotten 
away from the Lord. Such a one is a 
backslider. The other is a person who 
made a profession, but was never really 
saved. It is not correct to call him a 
backslider. If a person has not been 
born again, he has never taken a single 
step toward God. He cannot, for he is 





- Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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dead in sin. His profession may have 
been a pretense; or, he may have been 
deceived into thinking he was saved 
when he was not. 

I am afraid that there are many peo- 
ple in our country who think they are 
saved when they have never really been 
born again. That is a very dangerous 
state to be in. People sometimes mis- 
take mental assent for saving faith. In 
the Bible saving faith is spoken of as 
believing in the heart (Rom. 10:9). No 
one was ever saved without his heart 
and conscience being reached. One must 
first be concerned about his sins before 
he will accept the Saviour. Perhaps, 
sometimes, when we quote Acts 16:31, 
we forget to explain that the person 
to whom these words were addressed 
was under deep conviction of sin. How 
did he show it? 

But now let us get back to Naomi. 
She was not a hypocrite, neither had 
she deceived herself. She had real faith 
in God. How did she come to back- 
slide? 

The first thing we learn about Naomi 
is that she and her family left the land 
of Israel and went to sojourn in the 
land of Moab. Why? But what a mis- 
take that was! When they left the land 
of Israel they left the only ‘ttountry on 
the face of the earth where God was 
known. They left the Tabernacle be- 
hind them, the place where God met 
with them, and they went to a place 
where it was impossible to meet with 
any of God’s people. When Naomi and 
her husband and sons went to the 
heathen country of Moab, they intended 
to stay only for a short time. That is 
the meaning of the word “sojourn.” If 
you had asked them if they were turn- 
ing their backs on God and His land 
and His people deliberately, they would 
have said, “Not at all. We are only go- 
ing to Moab to make some money. We 
simply cannot get ahead with this famine 
going on. As soon as we get ahead 
financially, we will be back the same as 
ever.” : 

To go to a heathen country, under 
the Lord’s guidance, to try to win the 
natives for the Lord is a commendable 
thing. But to go away from your church 
for financial reasons is a big mistake. 
Notice, in verse 2, that they not only 
came to the land of Moab, but they con- 
tinued there. The move to Moab may 
have been more Elimelech’s fault than 
Naomi’s, but she was to blame, too. 
After she became a widow, she certainly 
could have taken her two sons and gone 
back to Israel. But she did not, and 
the next thing we see, her two sons 
married heathen women. Finally they 
both died, and Naomi was left alone with 
her two daughters-in-law. Three widows 
in one house! 

At last Naomi determined to go back 
to God’s land. The Lord permitted her 
to hear that He had visited His people 
and given them food; She remembered 
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the past years when she had been in 
touch with the Lord, 

Although Naomi had been away more 
than ten years, she had never entirely 
forgotten the Lord (Ruth 1:8, 9). She 
had evidently spoken of the true God 
at times. But because she was a back- 
slider, she was a very poor soul-win- 
ner. She encouraged her daughters-in- 
law to stay in their heathen country, 
with their heathen idols. And that is 
just what Orpah did. But God in His 
grace had put a real desire after Him- 
self into the heart of Ruth. Let us read 
verses 16 to 18 together. When: Naomi 
saw that Ruth was determined to go with 
her to the land of Israel, she stopped try- 
ing to discourage her. 

So Naomi and Ruth went to Bethle- 
hem. All the city was moved at their 
coming. When the people asked, “Is this 
Naomi?” what did she answer? 

Naomi means “God deals pleasantly,” 
whereas Mara means “bitter.” Poor 
Naomi! God prefers to deal pleasantly 
with His children, but sometimes it is 
necessary to punish them. (Donot make 
the mistake of thinking that all trouble 
that comes to Christians is chastening; 
but today we are thinking of backslid- 
ing.) 

As you know, Ruth went out to glean, 
and she happened into the field of Boaz, 
a kind ahd godly man, who was a rela- 
tive of Naomi’s husband. * 

Read Naomi’s question in Ruth 2:19, 
and then her comment in verse 20. Naomi 
is beginning to see again the kindness 
of the Lord. 

After Ruth and Boaz were married, 
Naomi was not forgotten. Notice what 
the other Israelite women said to Naomi 
when Ruth’s baby was born (Ruth 4: 
14-17). And so we leave Naomi restored 
to fellowship with the Lord and His 
people, a happy member of a happy 
home. 

I believe Scripture teaches that all 
truly born-again persons will be brought 
back to the Lord as Naomi was. Notice 
the four words that tell how long the 
shepherd sought his sheep ,in Luke 15:4. 

But it is so much happier to stay close 
to the Lord, than to wander away and 
have to be brought back through great 
sorrow, as Naomi was. 

Naomi’s great mistake was that she 
moved to a place where she and her 
family were cut off from public worship 
and the fellowship of God’s people. 

Don’t you girls ever make that mis- 
take. Never consider living in a place 
where it is impossible to get to Chris- 
tian services. 

Some years ago my father was offered 
a valuable homestead. It would have 
been a distinct financial advantage to our 
family. But there was no church for 
miles around. Our parents knew that 
spiritual things are the most important. 
So, after praying about the offer, they 
declined with thanks. Some of those 
who knew about it thought our parents 


(11) 595 








“The Prosperity of 
Fools Shall Destroy 
Them” 


Proverts 1:32 


‘‘The prosperity of fools shall 
destroy them’’ is the stern warning 
of the Word of God. God forbid 
that it should be said of us to whom 
He in His fathomless love has 
given so much of His blessing, 
both materially and spiritually. 


Invisible hands of suffering He- 
brew Christian brethren, of little 
children, of old people and young 
ones, stretch out to us in a plea for 
help, friendship, love, faith, and 
hope. 


By the grace of God, THE 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIFF SO- 
CIETY, INC., is seeking to show 
forth Christ in His glorious and 
matchless love. The hungry are fed, 
the ragged clothed, the broken- 
hearted comforted and uplifted, 
and sinners brought to the Saviour 
who died to redeem them. 


In every part of Europe, in Pales- 
tine, England, in distant China, 
and in the United States, THE 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIEF SO- 
CIETY, INC., serves. 


Will you help us with your 
prayers, love, and gifts? 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Ine. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadeiphja 7, Pa. | 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Jeseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
. Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada ° 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to dll 
contributors and also on request. 
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very foolish to refuse an offer which 
had every advantage from a worldly 
point of view. But our parents were un- 
disturbed because they knew that they 
had the mind of the Lord. When they 
had considered the offer they thought 
of the possibility of starting a Sunday 
school in that place. However, as they 
prayed about it, they came to see that 
their first duty was to bring up their 
own children for the Lord. They needed 
the fellowship of other Christians and 
the frequent gathering together with 
them for prayer and praise and the min- 
istry of the Word. 

Every one of us is deeply grateful to 
our parents for that decision. Money 
is of no importance at all compared with 
eternal things. Let us pray that every 
move we ever make may be heavenward 
rather than looking toward the things 
of earth which will so soon pass away. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
At Naomi’s House 
(Ruth 1:22; 2:1, 17, 18; 4:14-17) 
EVIEW: How did your work go 
this week? Did you do it with your 
might? Perhaps a good place to put 
your poster would be over the sink or 
the place where hoes are kept — wher- 
ever your work takes you. Did you 
find a chance to use any of your talents 
especially for the Lord, like Bezaleel? 
Today we visit a family where the girl 
was a willing and hard workér. We will 
see the mother giving good advice, and 
the man who became the girl’s husband 
being thoughtful and kind. Do you know 
their names? (Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz.) 
First, we will visit Naomi’s house in the 
foreign land of Moab.’ Naomi was not 
the girl’s own mother, but Ruth had 
married Naomi’s son in that country. 
The son had died, and Naomi and Ruth 
were left living together as mother and 
daughter. There was another daughter, 
too, like Ruth, named Orpah. Ruth and 
Orpah were heathen girls whose own 
parents had not taught them about the 
true God; but because the girls lived 
in Naomi’s godly home, they learned of 
Him. They had loved their husbands, 
and they loved and helped the good 
mother in the home. But after a while 
Naomi decided to go live in her own 
country. She told the girls to go back 
to their own homes and gods and get 
married again. She prayed that the Lord 
would be good to them, as they had been 
so good to her sons and to her. She 
kissed them, and they all cried together 
as they said good-by. (Would your 
mother say you had been “so good” to 
her?) 
Orpah started away, but Ruth said: 
“I can’t go. I’m stayihg with you. Your 
people shall be my people, and your 
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God my God.” Let us read her words in 
the Bible (Ruth 1:16, 17). What a good 
woman Naomj must have been to make 
Ruth: love her and her God so much she 
would leave her own folks and go to 
be a foreigner in a strange land! (Do 
boys and girls who do not have Chris- 
tian homes like to come to your home 
because of the love and presence of God 
they find there? Are you like Orpah, 
all ready to forget God and go off with 
those who do not care fr Him, or are 
you like Ruth, sticking with those who 
are Christians?) 


Next, we find Naomi and Ruth at home 
in Bethlehem. The barley is ripe. Ruth 
has an idea for earning their living. She 
has gone to ask Mother’s permission to 
go work in the barley fields. Mother 
approved. Ruth happened to go to a 
field that belonged to a relative of 
Naomi’s. All day she worked hard in 
the hot sun, with only short rest periods. 
Boaz, the relative, owner of the field, 
noticed the girl, and asked who she was. 
He had heard how good Ruth had been 
to her mother, and how she had come 
to a new country and to the worship of 
the Lord. So when he found her work- 
ing in his field, he told her to stay right 
there the rest of the time, and he gave 
her extra lunch and water and made her 
work easier. At evening Ruth took home 
to her mother all she had gotten and 
even part of the lunch she had saved. 
(Do you save any of your good things 
to treat the other members of the fam- 
ily as Ruth did? Are you kind to for- 
eign and stranger boys and girls as Boaz 
was?) 

Before the harvest was over, Naomi 
had arranged for Boaz and Ruth to be 
married. By-and-by they had a baby 
boy. How happy they all were! Naomi 
loved to take care of the baby, and the 
neighbors said to her: “He is twice as 
dear to you as an ordinary grandson be- 
cause he is Ruth’s baby — Ruth, who has 
loved you so and has been better to you 
than seven sons.” (Maybe you do not 
live with your own parents. Are you 
so good to the people you do live with 
that people can say, “He's better to them 
than their own boy would be”?) 

God blessed this family and gave it 
great honor. The family, you see,* had 
honored Gcd. How? God let them be 
a family that became kings, and better 
than that, a family through whom His 
Son was born (Matt. 1). Can you make 
a poster to remind you to be a good 
homemaker? “Be ye kind one to an- 
other” (Eph. 4:32, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE, 


bd 


God in His pravidence sometimes 
makes up the want and loss of those 
relations from whom we expected most 
comfort in those from whom we ez- 
pected least. The bonds of love prove 


stronger than those of nature.g-Matthew 
Henry. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethei S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


At Naomi’s House 
(Ruth 1:22; 2:1, 17, 18; 4:14-17) 


OR this beautiful lesson about Naomi 

you will need a figure of a woman 
in black to represent Naomi, and one 
in white for Ruth, for you cannot tell 
the story of Naomi without Ruth. You 
could also use a sickle and a sheaf of 
grain. 

Because of the famine in Israel, Naomi 
and her husband and two sons had gone 
into the land of Moab. There the two 
boys did what was quite natural, but 
which was a wrong thing to, do, they 
married girls ‘of Moab. Then Naomi’s 
husband died and also the two sons, 
leaving the three women alone, 


Naomi began to long for the home of 
her youth, Bethlehem, and so they three 
started on the long trip back to Judea. 
But Naomi didn’t want the girls to go 
there with her and be homesick for 
their people, for you know they couldn’t 
jump into a car and run back to Moab 
every week end. So she told them they 
had better go back to their mothers and 
stay there until they married again, 


Both girls insisted that they would go 
with her. And you should have another 
figure for Orpah, which you will take 
off the board when she turns back to 
her own people and their gods, for they 
worshiped idols. 

Ruth would not go back, but told 
Naomi, “Where you go, I will go; and 
where you live I will live: your people 
shall be my people and your God shall 
be my God.” They went on their way 
to Bethlehem, and they were poor, so 
Ruth went out to glean in the grain 
fields of Boaz, a rich relative of Naomi’s 
husband’s, 

There was a beautiful custom in that 
country. All the grain that fell out of 
the rows as the reapers cut the grain, 
they left for the poor, and they were 
commanded not to cut in the fence rows 
and the corners. All that grain was for 
the poor. So Ruth followed the reapers 
and took home the grain to her mother- 
in-law, Naomi. All Bethlehem knew 
how good she was to Naomi, 

There was a law in Israel that if a 
man died without any sons, the nearest 
relative should buy his land and take 
his wife. Naomi was old, and she did 
not want a husband, but she wanted one 
for Ruth, who was young, so she let 
Boaz know that he was a near relative 
to Ruth. But there was @2 nearer rela- 
tive than he, so Boaz told him he must 
buy the land of Naomi’s husband and 
of Ruth’s, and: must marry Ruth. This 
man said he couldn’t do it, so Boaz 
said he would. I think he was glad the 
other man couldn't, for he was in love 
with Ruth. So he married her, and 
Naomi went to live with them, and their 
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little baby boy was the grandfather of 
the great King David. 

Naomi had been gone from the land 
of Judea a long time, but she yet had 
faith in God and in His laws. She must 
have been a true believer and a faith- 
ful witness, or Ruth would not have 
been willing to leave her heathen gods 
and her family and friends, and go with 
Naomi to a strange land and a strange 

* worship. 

Real live faith in God is the thing that 
makes other people believe. We can 
talk a lot about the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
can even give people the Gospel, but if 
we do not live as Christians should, the 
very people we are most anxious to win 











North Central District Conference of A.S.S.U. 
Missionaries at Columbus, Ohio. At right, 
1. to r., retired Missionaries Rankin and 
Weaver, with retiring District Superintendent 
Kerhli. These veterans have given a total 
of 147 years’ service to the work, 


Conference of Pacific 
N-W District Mission- 
aries at Seattle, Wash. 
Nearly 180 of these con- 
secrated men serve full- 
time throughout the na- 
tion, supervised by nine 
Superintendents and the 
Secretary of Missions. 
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He says: 
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330 Sunday Schools on the plains, in the moun- 


, in mining camps and in lumber camps. 


one occasion in the Pecos Valley he 


noted an abandoned Mexican church building. 
Finding a Mexican as an interpreter, the two 


located sixteen Mexican protestants nearby. After 
the old building they organized a Sunday 
fourteen membérs, representing various de- 
““That was nearly thirty years ago,’ he 


work is still going on. The 


building has been nicely decorated and repaired.” 
““We once gave a Spanish New Testament to 
ight young Mexican lad. He read and re-read it, 
joined an American church, and 


Secretary of the Sunday School. Having a passion 


for souls, he organized an afternoon Sunday School in 
his own home, and later a weekly prayer meeting. 


To- 


an active Mexican church is the outcome of the 


giving of that Spanish Testament. 
“The Gospel seed sown among these ap- 


preciative Mexican people,” he declares, “fell 


on good ground, and we now 


have a dozen Mexican 


gee Churches and Sunday Schools in the Pecos 


alley area. 
the Truth has broken in upon them and brought joy, 
comfort and peace.*’ 
commissioned for service as a new missionary in New 
Mexico. 
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for the Lord will not believe in Him. 
Our lives tell people more than our 
words. 

If a boy or girl cheats in games, cheats 
in school, tells lies, steals, and swears, 
nobody would believe he was a Chris- 
tian, or they would say, “If that is the 
way a Christian acts, I don’t want to be 
one.” 

Be careful how you live every day 
with your friends and playmates. Live 
so they will be€glad to go with you and 
worship your Lord Jesus Christ, just as 
Ruth was glad to go with Naomi. 

God will reward you for faithful liv- 
ing, just as He rewarded Naomi and 
Ruth. 

FELTON, CALIF, 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is pete for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the prihted lesson text. Because of th 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

More Than Father or Mother.—Thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God 
my God (Ruth 1:16, Golden Text). A 
Chinesé lad, a playmate of the mission- 
ary’s children, listened eagerly to the 
Bible stories their parents told them. 
His parents became alarmed when they 
found é6ut that their eldest son was be- 
coming so much interested in the for- 
eigner’s God. They feared that some 
evil would befall them if he did not 
give his undivided attention to the wor- 
ship of his ancestors. They forbade 
his going to the missionary’s home, but 
he could not resist going secretly to hear 
more about the Lord Jesus Christ. Later 
he confessed his disobedience and 
pledged his respect to them, but added 
that he must respect God most. This 
Chinese boy had never heard those 
words about loving father or mother 
more than Christ, but when his parents 
angrily commanded him to choose to 
forget the foreigner’s God, or leave their 
home, never to return, this eight-year- 
old lad weeping walked out of his home. 
He chose the foreigner’s God for his 
God. Never since has he been allowed 
to return to his father’s home. He is 
now a young man, and giving his life 
in the service of his God.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Life Refused — for a Living.—Thy sister 
in law is gone back unto her ... gods. 
... And Ruth said,... thy God my God 
(Ruth 1:15, 16). A missionary told this: 
A young Buddhist nun came one’ day to 
call. I'asked, “Are you a vegetarian?” 
“Of course; all Buddhist nuns are vege- 
tarians.” “Why do you eat no meat?” 
“To earn remission of sins.” “Good, 
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Then you admit you are a sinner and 
need to have your sins forgiven. How 
long have you been a vegetarian?” “Fif- 
teen years.” “That is a long time. Tell 
me, have you had any sin forgiven?” 
“Who knows? We can only know that 
after we are dead.” “But, suppose eat- 
ing no meat did not remit your sin. It 
would be too late to change after you 
were dead, and you' would be lost. There 
would be nothing you could do.” “What 
other way is there?” Then I told her 
of Christ and of His redemption on the 
cross. “You need not wait until you 
are dead,” I urged. She was silent a mo- 
ment, then said slowly: “I believe you 
are right. Our religion cannot save. 
Eating no meat cannot forgive sins.” 
“Will you come to Jesus for forgiveness 
then?” I asked. Her face clouded, and 
there was infinite sadness in her voice, 
“I would like to, but I have been in the 
temple since I was a little girl. I earn 
my living by chanting prayers for the 
sick and for the dead. I cannot believe 
in Jesus. I would have no way to earn 
my living.” And she went sorrowfully 
back to her idols.—From the Evangelical 
Christian. Sent by Anna A, Milligan, 
Sterling, Kans. 


Lest She Wait in Vain.—Whither thou 
goest, I will go (Ruth 1:16). Some time 
ago there lived an engine driver whose 
home was by the railway, and as he 
passed in his engine his little girl would 
run down the yard to see him go by. 
After a time he knocked off two or three 
rails of the fence, so that she could see 
him better, and there she would put her 
little head through and wave till he was 
out of sight. He never failed to be on 





For some time a larger number 
of illustrations on the Golden Text 
have been received each week than 
have been sent in for the verses in 

: the printed lesson text. Since only 
one or, at the most, two illustra- 
tions are accepted each week on 
the Golden Text verse, this means 
that many good illustrations must 
be rejected; and, at the same time, 
the illustrations from which choice 
is made for the printed text verses 
are very much reduced. It is sug- 
gested, therefore, that contributors 
restrict their illustrations on the 
Golden Text to not more than one 
for each lesson. 











the lookout to see her, and she never 
failed to be at the fence looking for 
him. One day, however, on his return 
journey, he could not see her, and was 
immediately alarmed, as he knew that 
something must be wrong at home. As 
rapidly as he could he hurried home to 
be met by his wife at the door with the 
news that their little girl had been sud- 
denly taken sick, and that the doctor 
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said it was impossible for her to recover. 
“Is she still alive?” he asked. “Yes,” 
said the mother, “but very poorly. She 
told me to give you a’ message in case 
she did not see you again.” “What is 
it?” he impatiently asked. “She said, 
‘Tell Daddy I am going to ask Jesus to 
take a rail out of His fence, and I will 
watch for him till he comes.” And 
that was how and why that man became 
a Christian. He dared not think that 
she might wait for him in vain.—From 
the All-Nations Missionary Review. Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Held by Love.—The Lord do so to me, 
and more also, if ought but death part 
thee and me (Ruth 1:17). Riding over 
the field at Aguaje, on the Mexican 
Northwestern Railway, after a battle, a 
ranchman came upon a horse saddled 
and bridled there, ready to perish with 
thirst and hunger. His rider, a Federal 
officer, lay dead on the ground with a 
rope clenched in his cold fingers and 
fastened to the horse’s bit. The horse 
could have broken loose and found water 
and food, but he loved his master, and 
was dying out of devotion to him. What 
an eloquent lesson the dying creature 
taught on the fidelity of love !—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Can, 


The Effect of One Hour’s Example.— 
If ought but death part thee and me 
(Ruth 1:17b). An Afghan once spent an 
hour in the company of Dr. William 
Marsh of England. When he later heard 
that Dr. Marsh was dead, he said, “His 
religion shall now be my religion; his 
God shall be my God; for I must go 
where he is, and see his face again.”— 
From “Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes,” edited 
by D. O. Fuller, D.D. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Best Christian She Had Met.— 
And Naomi said unto her daughter in 
law, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath 


not left off his kindness to the living. 


and to the dead. And Naomi said unto 
her, The man is near of kin unto us, 
one of our next kinsmen (Ruth 2:20). 
A young woman, speaking to me of her 
mother-in-law, said, “Due to the housing 
shortage I had to take rooms in my 
mother-in-law’s home. I dreaded it, as 
I had heard from some of the other rela- 
tives what a crank she was, but it was the 
greatest blessing. My mother-in-law is 
the best Christian I have met, and the 
quietest. Just by watching her, I have 
learned to be a good housekeeper, some- 
thing I certainly wasn’t before. Also 
I know now what a true Christian should 
be like. I didn’t know that before, either. 
I thought just going to church was 
enough. I prize my mother-in-law’s 
friendship. She’s a woman of prayer.— 
From a personal experience. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 
Prize illustration. 


A Farmer’s Restraining Example — 
And he shall be unto thee’a restorer of 
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thy life (Ruth 4:15). Many years ago 
there lived in Dublin a beautiful and 
talented young lady, the wife of a young 
captain. At that time dueling was in 
vogue, and the captain having quarreled 
with O’Connell, the Irish patriot, chal- 
lenged him to a duel and was fatally 
wounded, and the young lady became 
a widow before she was eighteen. First 
she tried solitude, then gaiety, to rid 
herself of grief, but in vain. One morn- 
ing early, she went down to a river to 
take her life. Just as she was about to 
take the fatal plunge, she saw in a dis- 
tant field a farmer plowing, calling to 
his horses and whistling cheerily; and 
she said bitterly, “Happy man! He has 
something to live for; he has a niche 
to fill!’ And there came to her a mes- 
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sage as from God: 
niche to fill. You have life, talents, op- 
portunities. Why throw them away?” 
Turning from the river brink, she hur- 
ried home, saved from‘a suicide’s death 
and doom. Soon afterward, under a 
sermon on John 3:16, she was led to 
Christ, and several years after, married 
a Christian captain. Their son was Dr. 
Grattan Guinness. Not very long be- 
fore the death of Dr. Harry Guinness, 
I heard him say, “If my honored father 
was used of God to turn thousands to 
Christ, if he was the means of training 
hundreds for the mission field, and if I, 
his son, have done any service for God, 
thenryou must trace it back to that hum- 
ble farmer doing his common task.”— 
From “Scattered Seed.” Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


“You also have a 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 592) 


1, It is a peaceful pastoral in the midst of 
turbulence and strife. 


“Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging 
round? 
On Jesus’ 
found.” 


2. It opens with famine, unbelief, 
death; it ends in abundance, life, hope. 


3. It is the story of the grace of God. 


4. (a) Toward His  backslidden people, 
who had gone down into Moab and mingled 
with the heathen; (b) toward Gentile sin- 
ners, represented in Ruth (see Deut. 23:3). 


5. She was brought into the royal line 
from which came Christ, after the flesh; as 
was also Rahab (Matt. 1:5). 


6. No. The grace of God may overrule 
sin, but never justifies it. 


7. While accompanying them to Moab, she 
apparently sustained a _ testimony that 


deeply impressed her heathen daughters- 
in-law. 


8. She mentioned the gods of Moab only 
after Orpah had turned back to them, and 
her mention of them was probably the crisis 
point for Ruth, who said, “Thy God [shall 
be] my God” (cf. Matt. 8:19, 20). 

9. First as kinsman-redeemer, and then as 
husband (Heb. 2:5-10; Eph. 5:23-27). 


10. First in the life that commanded the 
respect of Ruth, and then in the diligence 
witht which she led Ruth into her privileges 
in Israel, and in Christ. 


bosom nought but calm is 


and 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 


Sunday, : July 18 
1. “As We Forgive” 
(Matt. 6:5-15) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

Te ERR is human, to forgive divine,” 

wrote Alexander Pcpe. While it 
is true that forgiveness does not come 
naturally to unregenerate man, never- 
theless God’s Word makes it plaim that 
He expects believers to demonstrate for- 
giveness, just as othei qualities of His 
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nature are to be evidenced in the lives 
of believers, by His grace and through 
His enabling. 

4 

The basis of forgiveness——Only one 
ground is stated ir the Scriptures for 
forgiving another for the wrong he or 
she may have done. It is on the ground 
of what Christ has already done for all 
believers. In Ephesians 4:32 we read, 
“And be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
Likewise in Colossians we find, “For- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye” (Col, 3:13), 

God forgives us freely and completely, 
even though we do not deserve to be 
forgiven. He tells us that He has put 
our sins behind His back (Isa, 38:17), 
and that He remembers them no more 
forever (Heb, 8:12). Does this give you 
pause, as you think of your forgiveness 
of others? 

A condition of forgiveness——In Mat- 
thew 18, verses 23 to 35, we have the 
Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, 
who, although forgiven by his master 
of a great debt, went out and seized his 
fellow servant, and had him cast into 
prison because he was unable to pay 
him the small debt that he owed. When 
his master heard about what the serv- 
ant had done, he punished him, and de- 
creed that he must pay all of the debt 
that before had been forgiven. In teach- 
img His disciples this parable the Lord 
Jesus said, “So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one 
his brother their trespasses” (Matt. 18: 
35). 

This same thought is reflected in the 
prayer that the Lord Jesus taught His 
disciples, and which we repeat fre- 
quently today, saying, “Forgive us our 
dekts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matt. 
6:12). It is not that God.bargains with 
us in this matter of forgiveness. But 
if our hearts are closed by hatred or 
an unforgiving spirit toward others, then 
God Himself cannot do for us what He 
is ready and willing to do. An imper- 
fect illustration might be the require- 
ment that a parent places upon a child 
that he cannot come to the table for a 
meal until he has washed his face and 
hands. The meal is all prepared and 
waiting, and the parent is eager to have 
the child share it. But if he refuses to 
meet the conditions, then he cannot en- 
joy what has been freely provided. 

v8 

The limit cf forgiveness—Like some 
of us today, one of the Lord’s disciples 
sought a way out in the matter of for- 
giving others. He knew that the Rab- 
binical Law said that no one should ask 
forziveness of his neighbor more than 
three times. Perhaps Peter thought that 
he was being very generous when he 
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suggested seven times as a possible limit 
to forgiveness. But the Lord Jesus, in 
correcting Peter to seventy times seven, 
taught there was to be no limit to the 
number of times that we are to forgive 
others when they come honestly and sin- 
cerely desiring our forgiveness. Can 
you picture, for example, what it would 
mean to us if God had set a limit on 
1 John 1:9? 
4 


We should not leave this important 
topic without seeing a principle that 
Christians sometimes overlook in the 
matter of forgiveness. One of the re- 
quirements that God asks of all believers 
who expect to receive His forgiveness is 
that they confess their sins. God, who 
can see our hearts and read our thoughts, 
knows when we have truly done this. 
But other believers have no way of 
knowing that our sins against them have 
been confessed unless we tell them so, 
Therefore, in the fullest sense, others 
cannot forgive us until we have acknowl- 
edged to them our wrongdoing, and ex- 
pressed our sorrow, and asked for for- 
giveness. Some Christians seem to have 
the idea that all they have to do is to 
stop being angry at someone, or stop 
treating another in the wrong way, 
whereupon it is the responsibility of the 
other Christian to forgive them and go 
on as if nothing had happened. It is 
not merely#a matter of feeling ashamed 
or sorry within for the wrong we have 
done. We must acknowledge it to the 
one we have wronged as well as to our 
Heavenly Father. 


On the other hand, God’s Word warns 
us against being too exacting toward 
those who wrong us, and admonishes us 
to be “tenderhearted” toward our fellow 
Christians, and to be ready to forgive 
the moment forgiveness is asked. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Continued from page 590) 


tian should never marry a person who 
is not already saved. And of course, if 
the marriage is to be a happy one, it is 
also necessary that both should have 
training, habits, and ideas that will har- 
monize. It is desirable also that your 
chief aims in life should be the same, 
so that you two can work together to 
that end. If you go with someone, and 
find out that he isn’t a Christian, or if 
some other serious difference comes up, 
showing that you would not harmonize, 
then you should not go out with that 
person again. Just decline. pleasantly 
and firmly. 


Because your high school friends may 
not know anything better to occupy their 
minds with, because they think that sex 
is the most important matter in life, 
they talk about you and tease you. You 
may not have minded so much when 
you were going with the boy, but it is 
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Prophecy and the Jews 
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Our HEADQUARTERS 


EIGHT FEAST DAYS 


SPEAKERS INVITED INCLUDE 


Dr. William Ward Ayer Dr. H. A. lronside 

Dr. Louis 8. Bauman Dr. Theodore Jackman 
Dr. Paul Bauman 

Rev. Solomon Birnbaum 


Dr. John W. Bradbury Rev. A. B. M 

Eva Max Cohn . KR. L. Powell 

Dr. Norman Dunning Rev. Gilbert Reid 

Dr. Moses Gitlin Rev. Charles Siegelman 


Rev. Kar! Goldberg 
Rev. Henry Hellyer 


Dr. Nathan Stone 
Rev. Gerald L. Stover 
Rev. A. E. Wilson 


Sponsored by Our Association 
Write immediately for your reservation 


The Book 
The Plight of the Jews 


is NOW READY 
Price $1.50 Order Now 


“Ia it Nothing to You" 
Do you know... 


@ That 6,000,000 Jews 
have died in 15 years 
without Christ? 


@ That Palestine is about 
to flame with war? 


@ That 10,000,000 Jews 
know not whither to 
turn? 

















Hyman J. Appel- 
man, President 


THE NEED IS GREAT! 
THE TIME IS RIPE! 


DOORS ARE OPENING 
TO US 


WILL YOU PRAY? 


WILL YOU INTER- 
CEDE? 





Harry A. tronside 
Chairman, Board 


Will you invest in souls for eternity?. Write 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH EVANGELISM 


Dept. gt INCORPORATED 


Winona Lake, Ind, 
+ 
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HERE IS A FINE 


OPPORTUNITY 


To obtain this unusual $3 book without money cost 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


will give this book to anyone sending 
in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks 
subscriptions to the TiMES at $1 each. 


In THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 


“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 


‘Dr. Smith is found in his last 
* chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 


stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 

“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 


guage that the average reader . 


can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts’ (2 Pet. 1:19).” 


This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 


copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 


receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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very annoying now, and they should not 
keep on. However, the best way to stop 
them is to act as if you don’t care at all 
what they say. Either ignore their words, 
or else answer pleasantly, “Think what 
isn’t so, if you want to!” When you 
show no interest they will stop, for they 
only do it to bother you, or make you 
tell them things they are curious to 
know, but which aré none of their busi- 
ness. 

I am so glad that you pray, dear girl, 
for the Lord will guide you as you daily 
seek His will about your pathway. 

I am also glad that you iike our 
column, and shall hope to hear from you 
again. 

wy 


The Sufferings of Christ 
(Continued from second page) 


dared earnestly to preach Christ and 
Him' crucified! “For John the Baptist 
came neither eating bread nor drinking 
wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. The 
Son of man is come eating and drink- 
ing; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous 
man, and a winebibber, a friend of pub- 
licans and sinners!” (Luke 7:33-35.) It 
is the perversity of human nature, if the 
mind is set against anyone, to find fault 
no matter how hard he may try to be 
right, or how right he may actually be. 
If a Christian today, temporarily over- 
come by the old man, falls into sin, he 
is dubbed by the world a hypocrite; and, 
alas, not only by the world, but too 
frequently by his brethren in Christ, 
who-should seek to restore him! (Gal. 
6:1.) 


The Lord Jesus Suffered Betrayal — 
by a self-styled friend. “Then entered 
Satan into Judas... being of the num- 
ber of the twelve. And he went his 
way, and communed with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might be- 
tray him unto them” (Luke 22:3, 4). 

The Lord Jesus is the Friend of sin- 
ners! If you are an unsaved person, 
will you not accept Him as Saviour and 
Friend? Or do you, like Judas, choose 
to betray Him and reject Him? 


Jesus Suffered Unmerited Deaih. “Him, 
being delivered by the determinate coun- 
sel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 
cified and slain” (Acts 2:23);. “which 
none of the princes of this world knew: 
for, had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 
Cor. 2:8). 


Jesus Suffered Debasement from the 
heights of glory to the depths of hell! 
“Now that he ascended, what is it but 
that he also descendef first into the 
lower parts of the earth?” (Eph. 4:9.) 
Though He rose triumphant over all, He 
that tasted death for every man, also 
tasted hell for all sinners. 


He Suffered Temporary Separation 


From God for Us. “And about the ninth 
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hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, say- 
ing, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to 
say, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” (Matt. 27: 46.). 


He Became a Curse for Us. “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us: for it 
is written, Cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 


The Lord Jesus Suffered All for Us. 
“When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, 


and the Jews also weeping which came’ 


with her, he groaned in spirit, and was 
troubled, and said, Where have ye laid 
him? They said unto him, Lord, come 
and see. Jesus wept” (John 11:33-35). 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
self for our sins, that he might deliver 
us from this present evil world, accord- 
ing to the will of God and our Father” 
(Gal. 1:4). 

But, thank God, He triumphed over 
all the suffering and shame, and sin, 
death, and the grave, and now ever 
liveth to make intercession for us! 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and fin- 
isher of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, 
_ despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God” 
(Heb. 12:2). By His great sacrifice and 
suffering Christ has purchased pardon 
for all who believe on His name; and 
by His resurrection has purchased ever- 
lasting life for all who believe on Him, 
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“Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). 

Since the Lord Jesus has suffered all 
for us, should we not repent of our sins, 
and falling prostrate at His feet, cry 
out in humble acknowledgment and ac- 
ceptance, “My Lord, and my God”? And 
having taken Him as our own, should 
we not also willingly suffer all things 
for Him, even death if necessary, as some 
have already done to enable the carrying 
out of His last command, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you [what a 
duty and a privilege!]: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen.” (What unsurpassable 
joy and strength for the journey of life !) 
(Matt. 28:19, 20.) 

we 


With the New Books 


I Will Come Again. By Arthur I. 
Brown, M.D., F.R.C.S. (Fundamental 
Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, $1.25.) 
Into about one hundred pages the late 
Dr. Brown packed a great message of 
keen instruction and heart-warming de- 
votion to his Lord and coming King. 
The theme of the book is, of course, the 
Blessed Hope, which has thrilled many 
Christian believers with the prospect 
that Christ may come while they are 
living and that they will thereby escape 
death and the grave. A new emphasis 
has been placed upon this doctrine, and 
present-day events seem to indicate that 
we are now very likely in the last days 
of this age of grace, and that Christ 
may come for His own at any time, The 
chapters on “Capital and Labor,” “Russia 
and Ezekiel 38,” and “Roman Catholi- 
cism” are particularly suggestive in ex- 
position of the Bible and the light it 
throws on the trends we see today. It 
is interesting and easy reading and 
should appeal even to the skeptical stu- 
dent, - 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 12 to 18 

Mon.—Ruth 1:19-22. Naomi’s Constant Faith. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord hath 
brought me home again empty.” Naomi’s 
faith, though quite hidden under a cloud 
of sorrew, was faith nevertheless. It 
had, however, considerable complaint as 
its accompaniment. It was like a song 
in minor; but was, for all that, a hymn 
of trust. Her faith failed not. under the 
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WANTED: A consecrated, thoroughly capable 
stenogr: peer of experience for full- 
time position with established missionary agency in 
Philadel Iphia. Position must be regarded as service » 
rd since salary of all workers on sacrificial b 
State qualifications and experience. Those who c ‘id 
0 to foreign field need not apply. Adv. No. 647, The 
unday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


. Through the Bible Study 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
a oe, Pereny-r J. Rover: Samer 


- Fw Bible Cigsees, 
eople’s 
oung People Bible Schools. } 
ng and Home Stu 

Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; "Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 
CAMP PINNACLE 


A Bible Conference with camps and divisions for all 

ages. Each age group with its own situation and its 

Own program. 

Teen-agers, Business and Professional Young People, 

Schoolgirls 7 to 12, Schoolboys 8 to 12, Adults, 

Families. $15 to $18 per week. Write for circular. 

June 14 to August 30, 1948 

CAMP PINNACLE, R.F.D., Voorheesville, N. Y. 

Helderberg Mountains, altitude 1750 to 2000 feet 
Outstanding Bible Teachers 

















Hebrew Christian Bible Conference 


to be held 


August 2 to 8 inclusive 


at Erieside Conference Grounds on 
Lake Erie near Cleveland 


“Palestine —The People—Their King” 


Speakersy Dr. Nathan J. Stone, Moody Bible In- 

stitute; Rev. Samuel R. Parrett, Byesville, a 

Rev. Harold S. Hufford, Allentown, Pa., 

other Jewish missionaries. Supervised Bn Fg 

swimming, tennis, campfire, etc. Moderate rates. 
Rev. Howard A. Kramer, Director 


HEBREW CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 
3020 Mayfield Rd. Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by -will offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 








When we took America from the Indians, 
we failed to give them Christianity. Our 
Indian ministerial students are telling us 
their people are not satisfied with Indian 
ceremonials and pagan dances. They 
want something better. 

Only an Indian understands the Indian. 
This school since 1911 has been training 
Indians for evangelical preaching. More 
are coming now than we can accommodate. 
Write for particulars as to how you can 
help to train zealous Indians for Christ's 
service. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
4050 N. Second St., Phoenix, Arizona 


Interdenominational 
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Build S. S$. Attendance 


Your Sunday School can 
grow with this popular and 
inexpensive plan. Begin 
with “Our Aim 100%” 
button; each quarter all with 
rfect record get new and 
igher button. Quarterly 
pins $2.00 a 100. Yearly 
ins with numeral 60. 





Everybody 

present xtra numeral 40.20% tax 

every Sunday on yearly pin. Returnable 
sample set only $1.20. 


Your dealer can supply you. 
Complete catalog free on request. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 





10 Sevth Wabash, Dept.16. Chicago 3, ill. 
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test of severe trials involving the loss 
of husband and sons. Let none condemn 
her. Few women have been so sorely 
tested. Pray for a faith that will cling 
to God whatsoever may befall, 


Tues.—Genesis 12:1-5. Adventurous Faith. 

PraYER SuccesTions: “So Abram de- 
parted, as the Lord had spoken unto 
him.” Abraham came to faith in a dark- 
ened land, upon hearing the word of 
God. “The God of glory appeared unto 
... Abraham, when he was in Mesopo- 
tamia, before he dwelt in Charran” 
(Acts 7:2), and God’s call to go out was 
obeyed. His was an “adventurous” faith. 
And for us, as for him, there is no fail- 
ure possible in the pathway of obedience, 
Pray for Westmont College, 55 La Paz 
Rd., Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Wed.—Hebrews 11:1-6. Faith Defined. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Faith is the sub- 


stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.” The Bible definition 











Annual Washington Banquet, one of several formal or 





informal social occasions. At such times the Lord Jesus 
Christ is honored, and the student learns ease amid 


polite surroundings. 


The CHashington Banguet. 


ETTING on with other people 
is’ about all there is to living. 
For ,we are social creatures. It is our 
ability to associate happily with others 
which enables us to put successfully to 
use whatever of preparation we may have 
received from a college course. Accord- 
ingly, the social side of a normal college 
life becomes one of extreme importance, 
involving, as it does, the forming of 
those imperishable life-friendships which 
come to be the deciding factors in all 
one’s after career. 


At HUNTINGTON, these attach- 
ments will be wholesome and Christian. 
And herein consists a vital factor in her 
growing strength — the understanding 
backing of an expanding constituency of 
Christian homes. A Life Annuity Con- 
tract with HUNTINGTON thus becomes 
an investment in the most enduring of 
values. Insures a promptly-paid fixed 
income annually. Provides against loss 
of assets through poor old-age ventures. 
Prevents misuse of funds after death; 
and is theft- and depression-proof. 


It is to your interest to investigate promptly. Ad- 
dress Office of The President, 2037 College Avenue. 
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of faith is far more than what we 
usually make it out to be. It is more 
than a mernital assent to God’s truth. It 
is a living vital link with God and eter- 
nity. It gives substance to Christian 
hope, and is all the evidence we need 
concerning things unseen. By it we 
know God, please God, live for God, 
work and triumph for God. Faith is to 
the soul what eyes are to the body. By 
faith we see God and things divine. 
Pray for the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Summer Bible and Missionary 
Conference, 260 W. 44th St., New York 
18. 

Thurs.—Hebrews 11:7-16. Faith in Action. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Gad is not 
ashamed to be called their God.” Faith, 
like every other grace of Christ is active 
in every honest and good heart and life. 
It is not something that can be hidden 
under a bushel. It is a working grace, 
and its works are necessary for its propa- 
gation. Unless a person’s faith moves 
the heart, feet, fingers, and tongue for 
God, it is dead faith. “Faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.” Chris- 
tian actions are good evidence of Chris- 
tian faith. Pray for the Summer Con- 
ference of Winona Lake Christian As- 
sembly, Inc., Winona Lake, Ind. 
Fri.—Luke 7:2-10. Faith Victorious. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have not found 
so great faith, no, not in Israel.” The 
centurion made, by God’s grace, the dis- 
covery that Christ was Lord of all, but 
Israel knew Him not. Our Lord’s pre- 
diction that the Gentiles would believe 
and Israel would crucify Him had fore- 
shadowings in such cases as this chapter 
records. So it is still, “Some believe, ... 
and some believe not,” yet He abideth 
faithful. Do you, by faith, see Christ 
to be God manifest in the flesh? Pray 
for Montrose Bible Conferences, Mont- 
rose, Pa, 

Sat.—James 2:14-18. Faith and Works. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTioNs: “Faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.” What 
God hath joined together let us not put 
asunder. Faith and works are like the 
wings of a bird; one without the other 
is vain. Many earnest church people 
seem to expect to enjoy eternal salva- 
tion because of a mental assent to truth. 
But workless, loveless faith is vain. If 
we really believe God we will obey God. 
Pray for the Salvation Army, 130 W. 14th 
St., New York 11. 


Sun.—Psalm 28:6-9. Strength From God. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The Lord is 
their strength.” There is an infinite 
difference between human and divine 
strength. We can do but little; and 
only that in God-endowed strength. 
God can do mighty works through us. 
If God is the strength of life and 
labor, we shall be strong and do ex- 
ploits. Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in God. Pray for Gull 
Lake Bible Conference Association, 
Midland Park, R. R. 1, Augusta, Mich. 
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